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S it requires a maſterly Pen, like has own, to give 


4 full Character of the Works of the great Biſhop 


Beveridge, which indeed to all that ſeriouſly 


5 peruſe them, do far better ſpeak their own Worth, than it 


' in the Power of 


any other Words to expreſs : So bis ex- 


cellent Diſcourſes, out of the 11* and 12h. Volumes, 
whereof theſe are collected, have already ſo well recom- 
- mended themſelves, and their venerable Author, to the 
- World, in the ſeveral Volumes before extant, that it were 
- as needleſs, as it M difficult, to ſay any thing farther in 
- the Praiſe, either of bim or them; if we did not live in 


an Ape of Scepticiſm 


aul Infidelity, where the firſt Prin- 


ciples of Religion, and tbe very Being of God, are call d in 
queſt ion, and the great:hearning and Piety even of our incom- 
parable Author ani Hi Writings, are fo far from exempt- 
ing them from Cenſure,”thas the ſacred Scriptures and the 
divine Penmen, the holy Prophets, Ewangeliſts, and Apo- 
ſtles, and even our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf cannot eſcape 
the laſh of theſe prophane Libertines. And inueed ben 
 weconſider, that, what in all good Men begets the greateſt 
value and eſteem for this excellent Prelate, and bat he 
rote, I mean that Spirit of Piety and Simplicity which 


run thro! all bis Practical Diſcourſes, and that ffrength of _ I 


Reaſoning, wherewith he demonſtrates the great Articles of 
our Religion, and. unanſwerably refutes all Gainſayers ; 
. when «we conſider, that theſe are the true Reaſons of tbat 
oppoſition hs Writings meet with, and that it us chiefly 
made by Infidels or Atheiſts ; this at once leſſens our Won- 
dier at it, and adds new luſtre to his Glory, by attempting 
oo eclipſe it. What bas been frequently obſerv'd. in cm. 
mendation of the Chriſtian Religion itſelf,” that af many 


Enemies as it bas always had, yet the beſt Men have ever 


7 


_ 
* 4 


* * 


LS 


„ 


p 
m_ 
= 
* 


ls 
« Fi ao 
* * 
„ * > iy * 4 : * 
* # * ” J * -S4 : - 
/ * 3 n . bo : , 
Cy | I'S. EF 1 9 7 1 -" 
. * 
* eg — . K . - N 
7 8 
A : * & n - ; — 2 -. --= 
F x * ' _ © = 
* 7 K 4 bu 8 * 
: v I . ” * 9 _ C — 
. b d : 7 * 5 = 
. 9 , : - _ 
_ 1 = = 
k 3 
. ra Pp , > . # " I | > " 2 . ** 2 ty * Fe. 
| : | TELLER REED 2 
* 7 1 9 0 
"OX 
. : 14 
P i . 2 
1 * 
o x * as. * 
1 


we 1 
2 © 2 4 — — 2 »% 1 , — 5 2 1 : 5 K 
3 * * — . „ · + FRP 


4 28 1 
— — 1 
— —ͤ— ry 4 
2 . 
— * — 
. .. 


Cy 


been it's Friends, and the better | they have been, ſo much 5 5 1 
* "0 5 3%. « . 22 4 { 


. * 
. - iS 
: wo). 
* 


+, ER 
- „ £ \ 
- „ » * 
* - 


- "ot 0 1. 
* * , „ 
OS * 


> 


* 
* N 
_ 7 
444 


n The PREFACE. 


=  Compoſtuions of this great Teacher, and illuſtrious Pattern 
= . of. that Religion; as much as they are ſcoff d and bark'd 
= at by the Wicked and Prophane, {heb as can neither comply 
with the Precepts they enforce, nor bear the Truths they 
demonſtrate, [leh as are Enemies not only. to Biſhop Be- 
veridge, but to the whole Order, nor only to the Chriſtian, 


admire them for that, which # the true, tho conceal d 
" Reaſon of. all this Hatred and Inveteracy again#t them ; 


but generally commend as the greateſt Beauty and Strength, 


"what theſe ungodly Criticks are not aſham d to Cenſure in 
"them, as the beight of Weakneſs and Deformity. Nor are 

" they thus admired only by the heft Men, but by the beft 
"Fudges. One of the moit eminent Divines, and mo#t ce- 
lebrated Preachers of this Age, now à great Prelate, ſpeak- 
"ing in private Converſation of Biſhop 8 after be 

' bad rend his Sermons, expreſs d himſelf to this effect, and 
as well as one that heard bim can recollect, in theſe very 
Mord, I wonder how it was poſlible for him to do 
as he did. The more I read and conſider his Ser- 
e mons, the more I admire them. I ſee ſomething 
ene in eyery one of them, that I never ſaw before. 
They are calculated to do Good. I wiſh there 
were no other Sermons to be preach'd. Tho' I 
e get as much by Preaching as the reſt of my Neigh- 
S dours, yer for the Publick Good I wiſh it; and if 
II ere to live in the Country, I would Preach no 
bother. A Teftimony of it ſelf, capable to bear down all 
« oppoſition before it, were I at liberty to name the Great Man 
dat gave it. And as to thoſe falſe Criticks, who pretend 
85 Cenfure the Stile of our admirable Author; to fhew bow 
 * hich" their Malice outruns their Fudgment, a late judici- 
ous Writer, *' in a-Difſertation upon that very Subject, 
 -_'propiſes His, among orbers, as a Model for forming a juſi 
Sie Wich rhe Bp. of Exeter, ſays he, and the good 
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= the more they bave eſteem d it; that is alſo true of the 


= "But to aff Religion: yet all holy and good Men do not only © 
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« Dr. Beveridge, who has dehver'd himſelf with thole C 


&« naments alone, which his Subject ſuggeſted to him, and 


& hath written in that plainneſs and ſolemnity of Stile, that 
Gravity and Simplicity, which give Authority to the fa 


“ cred Truths he delivers, and unanſwerable evidence to che 


&« Do&rines he defends. There is ſomething ſo great, pri- 
“ mitive, and apoſtolical in his Writings, that it creates an 


'_ © awe and veneration in our Minds: The importance of his 


Subjects are above the decorations of Words; and what is 


Great and Majeſtick in itſelf, looks moſt like it ſelf the 


« leſs it is adorn'd. The true ſublime in the great Articles 
4 of our Faith, is lodg'd in the plaineſt Words. The divine 
© Revelations are beſt expreſs'd in the Language they were 


4 revealPd in; and as I obſerv'd before of the Scriptures, 


& they will ſuffer no ornament or amendment. A very 
great, and a very juit Character this; and yet to the fur- 
ther Confuſion of all thoſe who envy our Church and Holy 
Religion, the bleſſed Fruits of this Picus Biſbop's unwearied 
Labours, another Writer has given us as great an Hlogiun 
of his Stile, and ſupported it by a large extratt out of that 


very Sermon, which has been. ſo much ſeoff*d at by one, 


who its in the ſeat of the Scorner, and cannot forbear ſhem . 
ing, that his Malice is conceiv'd againft the Doctrine of 
that and his other Sermons, tho“ he dare vent it only upor 
the manner of expreſſing it. This Extract is publiſh'd with 
the following Letter from Cambridge. 1235 


an PET. cambridge, May, 31» 
6 V O U having been pleas'd to take Notice of what you 
6c conceiv'd excellent in ſome of our Engliſh Divines, 
I have preſum'd to ſend a Specimen, which, if I am not 
„ miſtaken, may, tor accuteneſs of Judgment, ornament. 
&« of Speech, and true Sublime, compare with any of the 
* choiceſt Writings of the Ancient Fathers, or Doctors of 
„ the Church, who liv'd neareſt to the Apoſtles Times. 


„The Subject is no leſs, than that of GOD himſelf; 
* and the Delign, beſides doing ſome Honour to our own 
Nation, is to ſhew, by a freſh Example, to what a height 


* and ſtrength of Thought a Perſon may arrive, thro” a in- 


© cere and ſteady practice of the Chriſtian Religionꝭ mean 


< as Taught and Adminiſter'd in the Church of England ; 


* which will at the fame time prove, that the Force of Spi- 


” Gritval 


".. ThePrzrace mW 

& Archbiſhop, (meaning the late Archbiſhop of Turi) I'muſt * | I 
“s join the late learned and venerable Biſhop of St. 1 85 * 
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oF . The Piri. 
4 ritual Aſſiſtance is not at all abated by the length of Time, 
Cor the iniquity of Mankind; but that, if Men were not 
„. wanting to themſelves, and (as our excellent Author 
6 2 could but be perſi waded to conform to our Church's 
Rules, they might ſtill live as the primitive Chriſtians 
& did, and come ſhort of none of thol: eminent Saints for 
& Vertue and Holineſs. The Author, adds he, from whom 
„e this Collection is made, is Biſhop Beveridge, Vol. II. 
„ Serm. I. Cote a 6 
Whereof be proceeds to give an Extract, for which I 
reſer the Reader to the Sermon it ſelf. Our great Pre- 
late s admirable Talent of moving the Aﬀettions and in- 
flaming the Heart, is mention'd with due Praiſe by the 
ſame Writer, and exemplified in another Paſſage of his 
Sermons ; which becauſe it is but ſhort, I ſhall here ſet 
down, with the judicious Remark wherewith it is intro. 
duc d; and that the rather, becauſe'as much as it is here 
 admir'd, the Malice of the Biſhop"s Enemies has been ſa. 
 gacious enough to find ſomething in that alſo to ſcoff at 
and ridicule. The other great Writer, ſays my Author, 
& is particulgrly uſetul in his Rapturous Soliloquies, where- 
in he thinks of the Deity with the higheſt Admiration, 
„ and beholds himſelf with the moſt contrite lowlineſs. 
My preſent Buſineſs, ſays he, is to treat ot God, his Be- 
& ing and Attributes; But who is ſufficient for theſe things? 
. #& Atleaſt, Who am I, a filly Worm, that I ſhould take up- 
+ * on me to ſpeak of him, by whom alonel ſpeak ; and being 
my ſelf but a finite Creature, ſhould ſtrive to unveil the 
Nature ot the infinite and moſt holy God? Alas! I cannot 
«& fomuch as begin to think of him, but immediately m 
“Thoughts are confounded, my Heart perplexed, my Mind 
e amazed, my Head turns round, my whole Soul ſeems to 
te be unhinged and overwhelmed within me. His Mercy 
cc exalts me; His Juſtice depreſſeth me; His Wiſdom afto- 
h niſhes me; His Power afirights me; His Glory dazzles 
&« mine Eyes; and by reaſon of his Holineſs, as Fob ſpeaks; 
I cannot endure ; bur the leaſt Glimpſe ot him makes me 
"© 2bhor myſelf, and repent in Duſt and Aſhes, before him. 
Sp happy was the good Biſhop in this art of moving and 


gaining upon the Aﬀettions, which is the moſt uſeful part 


Fein, that be is in that regard deſervedly rank'd 
with R. Chryſoſtome himſelf, the moſt celebrated Preacher 
= among the Ancients, by one that, in the Opinion of the 
- Theft Tudges, is himſelf inferior to few of the as 
=. . . . . Imean 
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The PREFACE. e 
Imeanthe learned Dr. Lupton, who in à Letter 5 oc. : 
ond by the Publication of iſbop Bull's Sermons, diſcouy-. 
Jus with great Judgment concerning the moſt proper and 
uſeful Manner of Preaching, ſays in the cloſe, & That 
& thoſe there fore who are Cenſbrious enough to reflett wath + 
« ſeverity upon the pious Strains, which are to be tougd 
« in St. Chryſoftome, Biſhop Beveridge, or Biſhop Bull, 
e may poſſibly be good Judges of an Ode or an Efſay,butdo' 
& not ſeem to criticiſe juſtly upon Sermons, or to expreſs a 
4 juſt value tor Spiritual Things. And herein the Doctor 
perfectly agrees with that excellent Perſon to whom he 
Writes, whoſe Judgment in this matter I have reſer#dto 1 
the laſt, as that which, with all that have heard of Mr. i 
Nelſon, (ne who has not heard of him?) will undoubted- _ 
ly have the greateſt weight; nor could I better conclude | 
this defence of Biſhop Beveridge's S2rmons, than with -- 
Character of him and them, drawn by a Maſter, who af ; 
ter many other Teſtimonies of his great Skill, has of late 
fo diſtinguiſii d, and even outdone himfelf in the Pur 
trait of another great Reelate, that if this ſcetch he has 
Lai of our Biſhop only in little, were drawn out by 
im in its juft Proportions, and at full length, it were 
difficult to ſay, as of one of Raphael's Madonna's, whe- 
ther the incftimable Piece would be more admir*d for the 
ſake of what it repreſented, or of the maſterly Hand that 
drew it. But to come to his Character of Biſhop Beveridge. 
“And now I have nam'd this great and good Man, (ſays 
that learned Gentleman ſ, ſpeaking of our excellent Bi. 
ſhop) I cannot forbear acknowledging the tavourable di- 
&« fſpenſat ion of Providence to the Age in which we live, in 
| « bleſling it with ſo many of thoſe Pious Diſcourſes, which 
| (this truly primitive Prelate deliver'd from the Pulpit ; 


and I the rather take the liberty to call it a favourable 
. [WH *© diſpenſation of Providence, becauſe he gave no Orders 
4 himſelf that they ſhould be Printed; but humbly of 
; « &ed them, as not being composd for the Prefs. © But 
> & this Circumſtance is fo far from abating the worth of the 


* Sermons, or diminiſhing the Character of the Author, 
that to me it ſeems to raiſe the Excellency of both; be. = 
b cauſe it ſhews at once the true nature of a popular Diſ- + 
« courſe, and the great Talent this Prelate had that Way. ö 
“For to improve the generality of Hearers, they mult be 
Vetter to Mr. Nelfon, Biſhop Bull's Life, Page 499, G. 
F Ar. Nelſon's Life of Biſhop Bull, Page 75. Wo 
+ £7 FS. F 
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4 taught all the Myſteries of Chriſtianity, and the holy In- 
e ſtitutions belonging to it; ſince it 35 upon this true Foun- 
& dation, that the practice of Chriſtian Vertues muſt be 


built, to make them acceptable in the Sight of God. 
& And then, all this muſt be deliver'd to the People in ſo 
1 & plain and intelligible a Stile, that they may eaſily com- 
2 & prehend it; and it muſt be addreſs'd to them in ſo affe- 
King and moving a Manner, that their Paſſions may be 

& winged to a vigorous Proſecution of what is Taught. If 

& I miſtake not, the Set mans of this learned Biſhop anſwer 
this Character; and I am confirm'd in this Opinion by 

« the Judgment of thoſe, who are allow'd 'to have the 

“ preateſt Talents for the Pulpit, as well as for other parts 

« of Learning. He had a Way of gaining People's Hearts, 

“ and touching their Conſciences, which bore ſome Reſem- 

4 blance to the Apoſtolick Age; and when ir ſhall. appear, 

_ -« that thoſe bright Preachers, who have been ready to throw 
“ contempt upon His Lordſbip's Performances, can ſet forth 
te as large a Liſt of Perſons, whom they have converted by 

their Preaching, as I could produce of thoſe, who owed 

e the change of their Lives, under God, to the Inſtructious 

©& of this piqus Prelate; I ſhall readily own that they are 
s ſuperior to His Lordſhip in the Pulpit. 'Tho' conſidering 
E what learned Works he publiſh'd in the Cauſe of Religi- 
c on, and what an eminent Patern he was of true primitive 
& Piety, Iam not inclined to think, that His Lordſbip will, 
£ upon the whole of his Character, be eaſily equalled by 
Any one. | | * A 
-»# Foal detain the Reader no longer from the perufal of 
—_—2 theſe excellent Sermons, than only to obſerve, that as from 
the preceding. account of them, they may deſeruedly be 

| recommended to young Clergymen, as a Model to preach 

after ; for which purpoſe the ſeveral Indexes added to his 

Laſt Value, will be of great Uſe ; ſo the Biſhop's Theſaurus 
'Fheologicus, or ſemmary of practical Divinity in four 
= FVFVohumes, being what I have been told the learned Author 
deten made uſe of himſelf, as Heads to preach upon, and 
what maybe wes employ'd that Way to very excellent 
1 . purpoſe, I thought this recommendation of his great ex- 
1 np to all young Preachers, would be lame and imper- 
- ect, if I did not alſo mention and recommend that moſt 
= 2 Work, which in the Opinion of ſome, that haue care- 
| FH 
724 
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ee, the Texts therein explain'd with the Origi- 
Thews the learned Author to have been alſo one of 5 e 
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And he ſaid unto him, thy Prayers and | 


thine Alms are come up for a Memorial 
0 God. ou OT: 1 


F all the Arts and Seferices which it is polllble 
for any one to learn, there is none like that 
of doing Good, the Art of refining all our 

Actions into Good Works Which there is never a Soul 


amongſt us, but by Nature is capable of, and byChriſt 


may attain unto, if ye would but ſeriouſly et your 


ſelves about it; for the Scriptures do clearly diſcover 
to you the ſeveral Qualifications which are necefſi- 
| rily required to the making of any Action good : 
All which may briefly be TEGUCKT to theſe Heads ; 
That whatſoever we do be agreeable to the revealed 


Will of God, at leaft no way forbidden by it, or 
contrary to what is commanded in i it; and then that 


we do not only what God commands, but therefore 
do it becauſe God commands it; that all our Actions 
proceed from a Principle of Gbedience to the ſu- 


pream Governour of the World. And as what we 
do muſt be 9 to 0 Will, 2 we muſt do 


it 


% 


\ 
\ 


— 


2 „ 

it with our own Wills too, ſtill obſerving David's 
Rule, to ſexve the Lord with à perfect Heart, and a 
illing Mind, ſo as to do every Thing we fer upon, 
with all our Hearts, yea, and with all our Might and 
Mind, ſo as to make God's Glory the ultimate End 
of all our Actions, and not to intend any thing of 
carnal Pleaſure, Profit, or Applauſe in doing of 
them, neither to Pride durſelves in them when done; 
Que when we have done all, ill to account curfelves 
ut At unprofitable Seruants, and therefore rely and'de- 
pend only upon the Merit of Jeſus Chriſt, for the 
acceptance of what we do in the ſight of God, hum- 
bly confiding, that in and through Chriſt, God will 
pardon the manifold Imperfections of our beſt Per- 
formances, and accept of our ſincere, tho weak En- 
deavours. And if we thus-do what we can, altho 
dur Actions be not ſo perfectly Good as the Law of 
God requires, God for Chriſt's ſake will accept of 
what we do as Good, by reaſon of that perfect, ex- 
traordinary, and divine Obedience, which his own 
Son, for our ſakes, performed unto him. By this 
means therefore We may do Good Works, ſuch as 
are and will be acceptable unto God in Jeſus Chriſt 

„% tio 7 hot ov a cihs 
And, verily, if we mind either our preſent Inte- 
reſt, or the eternal Concerns of our Immortal Soul, 
we muſt endeavour, unto the utmoſt of our Power 
thus to do Good; without which it is impoſſible for 
us ever to be happy, either in this Life or that which 
is to come; for unleſs we be and do Good, whatſo- 
ever Earthly Riches we may fancy ourſelves to have, 
we are really but poor and empty Creatures, deſti- 
tute of every thing that is truly good for us. What- 
ſoeyer ſenſual Pleaſures we may have to gratify our 
- Fleſh, we are altogether ſtrangers; to all true Joy 
and Happineſs, Whatſoever worldly Honours may 
be conferred upon us, we are ſtill but vile and de- 
ſpicable Sinners; we may pleaſe ourſelyes . 
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ſill meer Naturals, no better than Fools and Madmen 
in God's account. And whatſoever Friends we may 


have on Earth, be ſure we have none in Heaven. 


'Wharſoever outward Peace we may enjoy, we can 
have none either with God or our own Conſciences. 
And tho' we may rub on for a while, we are con- 
tinually ſubject both to temporal and eternal Death, 


to have our Souls ſeparated from our Bodies, and 


both Soul and Body ſeparated from God and Good- 
neſs. - Whereas, on the other ſide, if we really be, 
and" ſincerely. endeavour always to do Good, no- 
thing really Evil can befal us, nothing truly Good 
will be withholden from us; we may have no 
Earthly, but as for Heavenly and Everlaſting Riches 
we ſhall have them in abundance; we may have 
nothing to pleaſe our Senſes, but all things imagi- 


nable to ſatisfy and delight our Souls; we may be 


deſpiſed by Men, but we ſhall be honoured by 
Saints and Angels, yea, by God himſelf, who is the 
only Fountain of all true Honour. At preſent we may 
be reckoned Fools and Ideots, but at long run, we 
ſhall be acknowledged by all to be the Wiſeſt of 


Men; all about us may be our Enemies, but we 


ſhall have two good Friends which will always 


ſtand by us, God above, and our own Conſciences 


within us, with which we ſhall always be at Peace, 


whatſoever Buſtles or Tumults happen in the World, 
and how long or ſhort ſcever our Lives be upon 


Earth, we are ſure to live for evermore in Hea- 


ven; ſo that if you be either covetous of laſting 
Riches, deſirous of ſatisfy ing Pleaſurgs, or ambiti- 
_ ous of real Honours, if you would be either inftru- 
_ Red in true Wiſdom, beloved of faithful Friends, MM 
bleffed with inward Peace, or advanced to erernal ? 
Life, do Good, and your Deſires ſhall be all fulfilled; 
yea, you will moſt certainly have infinicely more 


than as yet it is poſſible for you to imagine, or, by 


conſequence, to deſire. C ._ Now _: 
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Conceit of our Cunning and Subtilty, but we are 
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1 7 Of Prayer: * 
No theſe Things being duly and truly weigh'd, 
I hope you are all reſolv d, by the Aſſiſtance and 
|  Blefling of the moſt High God, to be always doing 
good for the future, unto the utmoſt of your Power, 
herein I ſhall endeavour, as God ſhall: enable me, 
to be farther aſſiſtant to you; and for that end, 
having ſhewn you how to do Good in general, for 
your better underſtanding the nature and piactice 
of Good Works, I ſhall explain unto you ſome of 
thoſe particular Acts wherein you are all bound in 
a. more eſpecial, manner to be always doing Good; 
. . whereof you have two mentioned in my Text, with 
a particular Approbation of God himſelf ; and they 
are Prayers and Alms, which are here recorded in 
a peculiar manner to be had in remembrance before 

= _ God, and he ſaid unto him, Thy Prazers, 8&c; _ 
Peor the opening of which Words, we-muſt know, 
3 that in our Saviour and his Apoſtles Time, and a 
| long while after, Paleſtine or Fudæa was ſubject to 
38 the Roman Empire, and therefore was governed by 
a4 Preſident ſent from Rome, who reſided at Cæſarea, 
IJ at that Time the Metropolis of Fudea, formerly 
called redes nes; but when Herod had enlarged 
and adorned it, in Honour of Ceſar Emperor of | 

Rome, he named it Cæſarea, it was about Sixty Miles 
from Hieruſalem. The Roman Preſident keeping his 
Court here, he had ſeveral Soldiers under his Com- 
4 mand, and over every. Hundred Soldiers there was 
24 Captain, who was therefore called Cemurio, the 
Commander of an Hundred; and amongſt others, 
= there was one Cornelius a Centurion or Captain in 
= the Apoſtles Days, about Three or Four Years: after 
our Saviour's Aſcenſion into Heaven. This Corne- 
iu, Centurion, or Captain of the Halian Band at 
Caf area, altho by Birth he was a Gentile, yet by his 
frequent converſing with the Fews in Paleſtine, he 
attained to the Knowledge, of the true God, the 
_ Ereator and Governour of che World, as many at 
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0 Prayer. 5 


chat time did beſides him, and ſo he became a Pro- 


ſelite But we muſt know there were two ſorts of 


of the Covenant, thoſe embraced the whole Mo- 


and Sacrificed as the Jeus did, and in every thing 


enjoyed the ſame Privileges, as if they had been 
born Jews; the other were aum uu, Proſelyti 


inquilini, theſe were not Circumciſed, nor bound to 
obſerve the Ceremonial Law, but only the more 
neceſſary Points of the Moral Law, as to avoid 


Idolatry, but to Worſhip only the true God, not 


to commit Fornication, Murder, nor Robbery, 


— 


Proſelites amongſt the Fews, ſome were called, 
r u, Proſelites of Righteouſneſs, and Proſelites 


4 ſaick Diſpenſation, they were Circumciſed, Offered 


but to be Juſt and to abſtain from Things Strangled, 


which were called the Seven Precepts given to 
Noah, as Maimonides a Jewiſh Writer aſſerts. Now 
ſuch a kind of Proſelite was Cornelius, and many 


others in thoſe Times, and ate often mentioned in 


the 4#s of the Apoſtles, under the Name of 
E:5 uv, Devout Men, or Worſhippers of the true 
God, as Act, 17. 4. Act, 13. 43. Act 16. 14. 
Cornelius therefore, although he was no ſuch 


Jewiſh Proſelite as to be Circumciſed, and obſerve 


all the Rites and Ceremonies of the Moſaick Law, 
and therefore was reputed by the FE, but as' a 
Gentile and Unclean ; yet notwithſtanding he was 


ſo far inſtructed in the Knowledge of the true God, 


that he had not only renounced his former Idolatry 
wherein he was bred and born, but he lived up too 
unto the Light which he had received, conſtantly 
and conſcientiouſly performing his Devotions to 


Almighty God, to the utmoſt of his Knowledge 
and Power, and exprefling his Piety towards God, 
by his Charity to the Poor, as is here expreſſy aſ- 
ſerted, v.1, 2. And it is very probable, that there be- 


ing nowa newReligion ſtarted in theWorld, where- 
in the true God was Worſhipped as well as in the 
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de it his daily Prayer and Requeſt to 


* 


* Almighty God, to be inſtructed in the right way, and 


directed to that Religion wherein he might attain 
.to everlaſting Salvation. And although he cer- 


E mainly could neither Pray nor do any good Work, 


as Yet, as he ought to do it, yet doing it as well as 


he could, God, that never fails them that do what 


they can, was pleaſed to have ſo much Mercy upon 


him, as to ſend an Angel on purpoſe from Heaven, 


to direct him to one of Chriſt's Diſciples, Peter by 


Name, who ſhould tell him what he muſt further 


do, It is true, God might have given the Angel 


Commiſtion to have told him himſelf, that he muſt 


believe in Jeſus Chriſt that was crucified at Hieruſa- 
lem a little while before, but there being Miniſters 
ſettled upon Earth for that purpoſe, God choſe ra- 
ther to ſend him to one of them, to teach all after 
Ages, that they muſt not now expect Revelations 
from Heaven, to be directed in their Way thither, 
— ſhould apply themſelves to the Miniſtry for that 
— 


The Angel that was ſent, came to Cornelius at the 
Ninth Hour of the Day, that is, at Three a Clock 
in the Afternoon, at which time Cornelius was at 
his Devotions, Add, 10. zo. that being anciently an 


Hour of Prayer. Cornelius being ſtartled, as well 
hie might, at the ſight of ſo glorious a Perſon, 
the Angel addreſſes himſelf unto him in this graci- 


ous and comfortable Language, 7hy Prayers and 
thine Almi are come up as a Memorial before God. And 
mow ſend Men to Foppa, &c. v. 5, 6. Where we 
may obſerve. how punctual the Angel was in de- 
{cribing the Perſon he was to ſend for, by the City 


where he lodged, opa; by both his Names, Simon 
dad Peter; by his Name where he lodged, Simon; 
his Landlord's Calling, he was a Tanner; and 


by the Situation of his Houſe, it was by the Sea- 


ie; and all, to ſhew how accurate we ſhould be 
2 85 1 ; A a f 8 vo B us . .* I { e _ 5 2 
l 47 ; 1 IF 3 " 3 


+» 
* 


eren . A ¶ aA ae ws Gb EE oh | 


grog ros 


directing Cornelius tO? 


ere . 


of Praher. 
in matters of Religion, and in whatſoever concerns 
our eternal Happineſs, as the Angel here was in 


* 


St. Peter, deſcribing him by all 


theſe Circumſtances, leſt he ſhould be miſtaken 
in the Man, and ſo fail in his Expectations from 
bim; which were to know what he ſhould further 
do. Te (ball tell thee what thou oug bteſt to do. From 
whence it is plain, that notwithſtanding the extra- 
ordinary Piety and Devotion of Cornelius who was 
certainly as great a Moraliſt as ever lived, yet 


he had ſomething ſtill to do, which as yet he did 


not know of, without which he could never get to 
Heaven; he muſt ſend to Simon Peter to be inſtructed 
in the Faith of Chriſt, which doubtleſs is as clear a 
Demonſtration as poſſibly can be deſired, that all 
the Devotion and good Works imaginable can never 
bring us to Heaven without Chriſt, Act, 4. 12. 
And therefore although it be indiſpenſably neceſla- 
ry that we do Good Works, yet we muſt not truſt. 
on them, but only on Chriſt for Happineſs and 
Salvation. . f 

But now for the Excellency and Neceſſity of 


Good Works, as likewiſe their acceptableneſs unto 


God, we have here a very remarkable inſtance in 
the firſt Words of the Angel's Meffage to Cornelius, 
Thy Prayers and thine Alms ars come up for a Memorial 
before God, or are had in remembrance in the fight of 
Gad, as it is expreſſed, v. 13. that is, God hath ta- 
ken ſpecial Notice of them all along, and till keeps 
them in his Mind, ſo as graciouſly to reward thee 
for them. From whence it is obvious to obſerve, 


how acceptable Prayers and Alms are unto Almighty . © 


God, and how well pleaſed he is with them, and 
how graciouſly he was pleaſed to reward Cornelius 


for them, by directing him to the Way that leads ; i 


to everlaſting Life, yea, and co ſend an Ange! 
from Heaven on purpoſe to do it; whereby Carnes 
bus was not only very highly honoured, by having 22Þ 
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= ed Meſſage to bim, but he was likewiſe thereby | 
fully aſſured of God's ſpecraFGrace+and Mercy | 
to him, and was ſo fully inſtructed in the Way to ; 
| Happineſs,” that he is doubtleſs now a glorified | 
Saint in Heaven. So that although his Prayers and | 
Alms could nor bring him to Heaven alone, they 
it ſeems were the occaſion of his being directed in 
the Way thither, as the Angel intimates to him in | 
theſe Words, Thy Prayers and thine Alms are come up | 
for a Memorial before G ll. 
Seeing therefore we all, I hope, are deſirous to | 
do ſuch Works as are acceptable to him that made 
us, and nothing being more plain than that Pray- I 
ers and Alms are fo, I ſhall endeavour to ſearch | 
more narrowly.into the true Nature of them, that 
we may all underſtand how to perform them, fo 
that our Prayers and Alms too, may go up for a Memo- il © 
. before God, as the Angel here ſays Corneliuus 


| ty ſaid co Pray; ſa that as in Hearing, God ſpeaks to 


n 
. * 7 


TJ0o begin therefore with Prayer, a Duty conti- 


nually incumbent upon us, and therefore the more 


neceſſary to be rightly underſtood by us. And that 
ye may clearly apprehend whatſoever is neceſſary MF 
to be known concerning it, I ſhall ſhew, 


+ 1. The Nature of it in general. 
2h. The Reaſons why it is ſo acceptable unto 


God. 5 N } 


34h. The manner how we may ſo perform it, 
that God may accept of it. | | 

As for the Firſt, The Nature of Prayer in gene- 
ral, it is rightly defined by Damaſcen, to be, *Ard/e- 
gs 18 gebs + be, the aſcent of the Mind to God. 


When the Soul Jays aſide the Thoughts of all Things f 
elſe, and converſes only with God, then it is proper- 


us 


* 


A a N 1 4 
«a 4 * n * * 0 2 8 . 
* 1 bf — 
* fon, <3 i” 4 — . * 7 * 1 
< . 4 
N Y 2 


N 
Rd | 


- 


pe dn 3. 3. es ARS 7 L - \ - 
7 \ 44. : - ** E* . ” | g * . 
&15 - js * 
* * 4 p . 
2 
8 7 ' 
[7 : 
: [1 2 5 . [ 5 Wa 4 2 - 
: Fw a a . 
„ % M , Fog + 14 1 _ 
* id q as. N 7 þ 
by , ” 1 . \ w . 2 4 : 
| * 4 
j e 


us] ſo in Praying we ſpeak to God. So that Pray= 
er hath an immediate reference to God himſelf, 7 8 
the Soul at ſuch a time applying itſelf only unto = 


God. And all that we ought to think or ſpeak in 
Prayer may be reduced to theſe general Heads, 
Confeſſion, Petition, and 1 "y 7 
For the Firſt, When we ſpeak to ſo glorious a 
Majeſty as God is, we ought in the firſt Place to 
acknowledge and confeſs our own unworthineſs to 
appear before him, or to receive any Mercy from 
him, by reaſon of the manifold and great Tranſ- 
greſſions that we have committed againſt him. Thus 
Ezra in his Prayer to God, made an humble con- 
feſſion of his own and his Peoples Sins, Ezra 9. 6, 7. 
Thus David Prayed, Pſal. 5 1. 1, 2, 3, 4, f. and 
Daniel, cap. 9. 3, 4,5, Cc. And that this Prayer of 
Daniel was very acceptable unto-God, 1s plain, in 
that it was no ſooner got to Heaven, but an Angel 
was immediately diſpatched from thence, to certifie 
Daniel that he was a Perſon greatly beloved, and to 
acquaint him how his Prayer was heard, v. 20, 21, 
22, 23. And certainly nothing is more reaſonable 
in itſelf, nor more acceptable to God, than to 
confeſs our Sins every time we go to him, againſt 
whom they were committeem. 74 
And as we are to confeſs our Sins unto him, ſo 
are we to beg for Mercy from him; which is that 
part of Prayer we call Petition, ſo great à part, 
that it is ordinarily put for the, whole. And the 


Prayer which our bleſſed Saviour himſelf compoſed © 


and ſtamped with divine Authority, confiſteth moſt- 
ly of Petitions or Requeſts put up to our Father 
which is in Heaven. Neither is there any thing 
whatſoever that is truly Good for us, but if we want 
it, we may and ought to ask it of God, who is not 
only the chiefeſt Good in himſelf, but the only 
Fountain of all Good to his Creatures; fo that hat- 
ſoever it is that we want, we are ſtill to go to him 
Feine, ON: $4 8 | for 
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85 3 jou” 3 of Priger. * | | ; 
71 A. Win ic be for our Souls or Bodies: f for 
this Life or that which is to come; and that either 
for our ſelves or others, Tin. 2. 1, 2. Vea, for our 
very Enemies, Matt. 5. . 

And as we muſt deſire of God What we want, ſo 
. we praiſe him for what we have, not only by 
| ing him formal Thanks for ſuch or ſuch Mer- 

a which he hath beſtowed upon us, but eſpecial- 
ly by magnifying and extolling his great and all- 
lorious Name, by confeſſing and acknowledging 
ng to be the lupreme poſſeſſor and diſpoſer of all 
Things, that every good and perfect Gift comes 
from him that is above. Hence in the Hebrew, the 
- uſual Word for Thankſgiving is Tn, which pro- 
perly ſignifies Confeſſion, becauſe the Thanks we 
give to God for the Mercics we have received from 
Bim, conſiſts Principally, in confeſſing that it is 
from him alone that we have received them. And 
this is the only way likewiſe whereby it is poſſible 
for us to praiſe God, even by acknowledging him 
to be what he is, a God infinitely Great and Glori- 
ous in himſelf, infinitely Good and Gracious in his 
Son to all that Love and Fear him. Hence the 
ſame Hebrew Word that ſignifies to Confeſs, when it 
is referred to God, it properly ſignifies to Praiſe 
him; as where it is laid, Ob that Men would Praiſe 
i Lord for his Goodneſs, Plal. 107. 8. In the Hebrew 
it is YT. unh w, Oh ther Men would confeſs to the 
Lord his Goodneſs; That i is, confeſs him to be Good, 
sand wonderful in his dealings ro Mankind. Thus 
- B the divine Hymn compoled by St. Ambroſe begins 
1 J wich the proper notion of Praiſe, We Praiſe thee, 0 
= God, we acknowledge thee to be the 'Dord : that is, we 
— Praiſe thee, by acknowledging that thon art the 
Ford, che ſupream Being and Governour of the 
hole World. And veiiy this is ſo neceſſary a part 
er, chat our bleſſed Saviour bath taught us 
doeh wo and and our rr daily Hexen wich it, be- 
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p * Oo or 
ginning with Our Father which art in Heaven, hallow- 
ed be by Name, and then ending with, for thine is 
ebe Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 3 
Now, if we take Prayer in this general Senſe, as 
it comprehends theſe ſeveral Ways of addre 
& our ſelves to the Moſt High God, we muſt needs 
conclude it to be a thing very acceptable and well- 
pleaſing to him, and that, which if rightly Perform- 
ed, he takes Pleaſure and Delight in, as the Wiſe 
Man tells us, The Sacrifice of the Wicked is an Abomi- 
nation to the Lord, but the Prayer of the Upright is his 
Delight, Prov. 15. 8. which alſo appears in that he 
hath made this the only means whereby to obtain 
any Mercy at his Hands. And if you would know 
the Reaſons wherefore Prayer is ſo acceptable unto 
God, I think chey may be reduced to theſe Heads 
briefly. | 

Firſt, In Praying, we come as near as we can to 
the principal end of our Creation, which was to 
converſe and enjoy communion with God, and to 
praiſe and extol his Name. God was infinitely hap- 
py from all Eternity in the enjoyment of his own 
Perfections, howſoever of his infinite Goodneſs he 
was pleaſed to make the World, and amongſt other 
Creatures to make Man, and that in his own Image 
and Similitude, on purpoſe that he might know, 
admire, and praiſe his Maker. He did not intend 
that you ſhould ſpend your Time in getting k- 
ſtates, gratifying your Fleſh, or aſpiring after tze 
impertinent Applauſe of Men, but. that you ſhould ,# “ 
be always adoring and extolling him; and there-" 
fore ſo long as you are doing any Thing elſe, you 8 
do as much as in you lies to fruſtrate the end of = Ml 
your Creation; but whilſt you are praying and 
praiſing God, you do the Work which you were 
made and at firſt deſigned far; and therefore it 
cannot but be a Matter rey acceptable to God, = 
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gcauſe you endeavour at leaſt to fullfil his end in 
i' „ ] p . ¼˙ , 
| © Secondly, Hereby alſo you acknowledge his ſu- 
premacy over, and propriety in the World, by 
paying your daily homage and tribute of Thanks 


7 18 8 . 
1 2 


* a 


to him, for the Bleſſings which you do enjoy, and 


by applying your ſelves to him only for the obtain- 


ing of thoſe you want. Such as are not conſtant 
and conſcientious in the performance of this Duty, 
live as without God in the Woald, as if they had 
no dependance upon him, nor were beholden to 
him for what they have, and ſo forget in what 
Tenure they hold their Eſtates, and what they do 
enjoy, or at leaſt they do not acknowledge it ; 
whereas by your daily praying to him for what you 
want, and praiſing him for what you have, you 


_ teſtify your acknowledgment, that you are but Te- 


nants at will, and that he is the univerſal Landlord, 


the ſupreame Proprietor of all Things, and fo that 


you hold your Eſtates only under him, and by con- 
ſequence, that they are ſtill at his diſpoſal, and that 
you are bound to employ them only in his Service, 
and according to his Pleaſure and Command, which 
cannot but be very acceptable to him. 
Eſpecially conſidering, in the laſt place, That 
hereby you give him the Glory due unto his Name, 
which is the ultimate end of his, and ought to be 
of all our Actions, Whoſo ff:reth Praiſe, faith God, 
glorifieth me, Pal. 50. 23. And ſo whoſoever Pray: 
too doth the fame; for hereby you do not only ac- 
knowledge his Dominion over the World, and his 
Propriety in all things in it, thar the Earth is the 
Lords, and the fullneſs thereof, Pal. 24. 1. but hereby 
you acknowledge likewiſe his Omnipreſence, that 


he is always preſent with you; his Omniſcience, 
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that he always knows and hears what you ſay unto 


Him bis All-ſufficiency, char hie is able to ſupply 
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w | Of Prayer. ES ; 
* is willing to help and ſuccour you. And now, as ©. 

W God is well-pleaſed with himſelf, and takes infinite 
delight in the Contemplation of his own divine = 
Perfections, ſo he cannot h; be well pleaſed like- 
wiſe with having his Perfe&i@ns thus acknowledged 
and adored by his Creatures, and in a particular 
manner by Men, whom he was pleaſed to make 
for that only purpoſe to glorify him; and therefore 
he hath ſo compoſed our Natures that it is our hap- 
pincſs as well as Duty to do it, fo that it will be 
our conſtant Work in Heaven, as it ought to be 
upon Earth. . 6 _— 
It is no queſtion therefore but that Prayer duly 
; performed, is a Duty very acceptable unto. God. 
u | But the great Queſtion is, how you and I may ſo 
u perform it that it may be acceptable to him, that 
„ our Prayers may go up, as Corneliuss did, for a memo- 


|. rial before God ? For howloever acceptable Prayer 
rt 8 beinitfclf unto him, we muſt not think that he is 
A well pleaſed with every Thing that goes under the 
it Name of Prayer amongſt us, which I think was 
, never ſo much abuſed before, as it hath been and 
h ſtill is in our Age; far ſome do nothing but mutter 

= over a Company of hard Words in an unknown 
It Tongue, and though they underſtand not what 
, themſelves ſay, yet they are not aſhamed to call 
5 this Praying; others make a long Oration, ſeem- 
A ingly directed to the Great God, of what comes 
next to their Tongues end, and this without any 
Cn more ado, they call oy the facred Name of Prayer; 
is others if they do but read or run over a parcel of 
be Words and Phraſes, or hear them read, eſpecially 
* if ey do it with ſome outward ſhew of Reverence 
at and Devotion, they preſently conclude that they 
e, have been at Prayers, yea, that themſelves have 
0 done this acceptable Work ro God. Whereas, alas, 


y there is nothing of all this bur a Man may do, and 
1 yet not Pray at all. For Prayer. is certainly the 
FF Tod 5-0» eee 
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greateſt Work that it is poſſible for Creatures to be 
engaged in; and therefore to the due performance 
of it, there muſt needs be required the higheſt in- 
tent of the Mind, the N compoſute of the 
Thoughts, ſeriouſneſi f the Will, and ardency of 
Affections, as well as the moſt ſolemn Expreſſions 
of Reverence and Humility imaginable. So that 
it muſt needs be the hardeſt as well as the higheſt 
Work that we can ever be employed about; neither 
can it ever be rightly performed, without a great 
deal of Care, Study and Pains about it. For as 
there is a great Myſtery in doing Well in general, 
ſo is there in Praying in particular, which is an 
Art no leſs difficult in itſelf, than it is advantageous 
to thoſe thar learn and practice it. And therefore 
Prayer is not to be ſlighted, or carried on ina careleſs 
and perfunctory Manner; but as it is the beſt and 
moſt acceptable Duty that we can perform, fo is it 
to be performed with the greateſt Seriouſneſs and 
Devotion that we can poſlibly raiſe up our Spirits 
to; otherwiſe, howſoever acceptable it be in itſelf, 
It will not be accepted from us. 7 
Wherefore hoping, that as you deſire to go to 
Heaven in good earneſt, fo you defire alſo to per- 
form this as well as all other Religious Duties in 
good earneſt too, and not to content yourſelves 
with ſuch a formal and cuſtomary way of Praying | 
as others, and perhaps yourſelves too, hitherto have | 
- done, I ſhall endeavour to give you ſome light and | 
jnſight into the true Nature of it at this time, and | 
ſhew you how you may all perform it acceptably to | 
the living God; for as it is my deſire that every I 
Soul here preſent may erelong be advanced to e- 
ternal Glory, ſo it muſt be my Care and Study to 
inform your Judgments aright concerning the true 
Nature of ſuch Duties as are neceſſary in order to 
jc, whereof this is one of the firſt and greateſt. 
na therefore 1 ſhall not put you off with any vain 


and 
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j inent Diſcourſe upon ſo high and divine 
9 9 this is, but ſhall endeavour to ſhow VM 
ina plain and familiar Way, what is of abſolute ne- 
W cellicy to the due performance of it. And becauſe 
I would not burden your Memories too much, I 
ſhall reduce it all to theſe three Heads, What you 
are to do before, in, and after Prayer, that it may 
be acceptable unto God, and profitable for your- 
ſelves ; of which very brietly. 3 | 
. Fir#t therefore, you muſt know that Prayer is a 
Duty of that extraordinary weight and moment, 
that it is not to be undertaken Hand over Head, 
without a due and ſolemn Preparation of your 
ſelves beforehand. If you were to ſpeak but to an 
earthly Prince, none of you but would conſider be- 
forehand what to ſpeak, and how to carry your- 
ſelves before him; how much more when you go 
to the univerſal Monarch of the World, the ſupream 
Governour and Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, 
whoſe Glory and Majeſty did you but rightly ap- 
prehend, I am confident never a one of you durſt 
have the boldneſs to ſpeak unto him, without a ſe. 
rious Conſideration beforehand what to ask, and 
how to deport yourſelves before him, but you would 
take Pains with yourſelves to bring your Hearts into 
a fit Temper and Diſpoſition for ſo great a Work 
which that you may do, I deſire you to obſerve / 


4® 


only theſe three Rules. „ 
Firſt, Lay aſide all earthly and carnal Thou hts, 
otherwiſe ic will be impoſſible for you to — 
ſo heavenly and ſpiritual a Duty as this is; and 
therefore ſo ſoon as ever you ſet yourſelves about 
either publick or private Prayer, you muſt be ſure: ' + 
to bid the World adieu, and not ſuffer your Eftates,, 
| your Credit, your Relations, nor any thing here 
below to moleſt or diſtract you in the performing 
vt ſo ſolemn a Dury as this is. 


Secondly, _ 
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_ Of Prayer. 
- Secondly, Bethink yourſelves beforehand what 
Mercies you want, for which you ſhould Pray unto 
him, and what you have, for which you muſt Praiſe 
God, as alſo how unworthy you are, either to re- 
tain what you have, or to receive what you want. 
Conſider how ſinful you are by Nature, and how 


 finful you have been by Practice, ſo as to be vile 
and baſe in your own Eyes, when you appear be- 


fore ſo pure and glorious a Being as the Great God 


is, otherwiſe you can neither acknowledge rightly 


your former Sins, nor beg Mercy and Grace as you 
ought to do, nor indeed are you fully qualified for 
the receipt of any Bleſſing whatſoever, no, nor for 
the asking of it. | | 
-. Thirdly, Get your Hearts poſſeſſed beforehand 
with a due ſenſe of God's tranſcendent Excellency, 
Greatneſs, and Glory. Conſider with yourſelves 
that you are now going to ſpeak to him by whom 
alone you Speak; that you are now to converſe 
wich the univerſal Being of the whole World, with 


dim that is the only Fountain of all Life and Moti- 


on, with him who,with a Word of his Mouth com- 
manded thee out of nothing, and with a Frown of 
his. Countenance can ſend thee into Hell; with him 
that can do what he will, and will do what he can 
for them that truly ſerve him; and let ſuch Confi- 
derations as theſe are, fill your Hearts with awful 


and reverential Apprehenſions of him, and then 


you will be in a fit frame to appear before him, 
and to put up your Petitions to him. 
2 Having thus prepared yourſelves and brought 
your Hearts into a fit Temper, you may ſet upon 
the Work' itſelf, and preſenc yourſelves before the 
eternal God, and your Requeſts unto him: wherein 
Edeſire you to obſetve theſe few Directions. At 


fixſt, all-che while you are Praying, ſtill remember 
What you are doing, 8 yourſelves accor- 
dlingly, even with that lowlineſs 


and humility, that 
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; | reverence and ſolemnity, as becometh Pour ſinkul 


Creatures, whilſt you are Praying to the great 
Creator of the World. Thus the Apoſtle tells you, 
that if you would ſerve God acceptably, you muſt 
do it with reverence and gedly fear, Heb. 12. 28. and 
the Reaſon is, becauſe our Gd x a conſuming Fire, 
ver..29, And therefore let others fit as confidently, 
and ſpeak as malapertly as they pleaſe to the Great 
God, they muſt anſwer for it another Day ; bur if 
you deſire to pray acceptably, you mult do ic with 
that inward awe and dread upon your Spirits, and 
with all thoſe outward Expreſſions of reverence and 
godly Fear, that may teſtify your acknowledgment ' 
of God's infinite Greatneſs and Authority over you, 
and your own Vileneſs and Unworthineſs before 
him. Hence allo, at. 
Secondly, Be ſure to obſerve the Wiſe Man's Coun- 
ſel in all your Addrefles to the moſt High God, Be 
not raſh with thy Mouth, and let not thine Heart be haſty 
to utter any thing before God; for God is in Heaven, 
and thou upon Earth, therefore let thy Words be few, 
Eccleſ. 5. 2. God is in Heaven, he is a great, an 
infinite, an eternal, an all-glorious and incompre- 
henſible Being, Heaven is his Throne and Earth his 
Footſtool, thou art a poor filly Worm; a little 
creeping, crawling, ſinful Duſt and Aſhes, and 
therefore have a care what thou ſayeſt unto. him, 
and fear to ſpeak any thing amiſs before him, 
As Abraham, when he had been importunate with 
God for the ſaving of Sodom and Gomorrah from De- 
ſtruction, Behold now, faith he, I have talen upon me 
to ſpeak unto the Lord, who am but Duſt aud Aſbes, 
Oh let not the Lord be angry and I will ſpeak but tb 
once, Gen. 18. 27, 32. ſo careful ſhould we be of 
what we ſpeak to God, ſo fearful of ſpeaking any 
thing miſ-timely before him; for if we do, inſtead 
of accepting or anſwering our Prayers, he will be 
angry and diſpleaſed with us for them. And there-. 
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fore whatſoever Liberty others take unto themſelves 
do you remember always the diſtance betwixt God 
and you, and keep within your Bounds ; be not 
haſty to utter any thing before ſo great a Majeſty 
WHEW. © ns | 

 - Thirdly, Have a great Care to keep your Thoughts 
and Aﬀections together all the while that you are 
performing your Devotions, as your Tongues fhould 
not, ſo neither ſhould your Hearts run before your 
Heads, nor your Affections before your Apprehen- 
fions in Prayer; but the whole Man, both Soul and 
Body, ſhould be jointly engaged in the performance 
of ir, yea, and both the Faculties of the Soul too; 
the Underſtanding with its Apprehenfions, and the 
Will with its Affections. How Zealous ſoever or 


maſt be ſure to follow the Apoſtle's Rule, 7 wil 

with my Spirit, and I will pray with my Under- 
Ee ding alſo, x Cor. 14. 15. that is, we muſt keep 
our Minds intent all the while upon the Work we 
are doing, and our Souls ſenſible of the greatneſs 


= of that God we are praying to, the neceſſity of the 


Mercies which we deſire, our own unworthinefs to 
receive them, and the like. By this means we 
ſhall perform a reaſonable Service unto God, and 
if ir be not reaſonable, I am fure it can be no ac- 


ceptable Service to him. 


= Laſtly, Pray in Faith, deſiring nothing but gy 
in the Name of Chriſt, for ſo runs the Promiſe, 


= whatſoever je ack the Father in my name, be will give 


ir jou, John 16. 23. Indeed we have no other 
Nona co expect any Mercy ar God's Hands, but 
only upon the account of Chriſt, and therefore he 
that goes in his. own Name, or truſting in his own 
juſtly” expect à Curſe 3 
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would Pray to purpoſe, you muſt be ſure to keep 
your Faith firm all the while, and ſtedfaſtly fixed 
upon Chriſt, apprehending and believing him to 
be your Advocate in Heaven, preſenting your- 

Prayers to the divine Majeſty, with the Incenſe of 

his own Merit and Mediation, never expecting to 
be heard or accepted upon any other account, but 

only for Chriſt Jefus's fake, but humbly confiding, 

that for his fake the eternal God will pardon the 
Sins which you confeſs before him, grant the fe- 
titions which you preſent unto him, and accept of 
that Praiſe and Thankſgiving which you offer him. 
Theſe therefore are the moſt material Things, which 
look upon as neceflary to the due performance 
of this Duty, and which I would adviſe you to. 

have an eſpecial care of in every Prayer you make, F 
even that you always Pray with reverence ank 
godly Fear, that you be not haſty to utter any 
thing before God, let thy Thoughts and Affections 
always go together, and thy Faith be continually 
fixed upon Chriſt; do but theſe Things, and ou 
need not fear but your Prayers will be accepted ang 
anſwered, fo far as what you ask is truly good for” 


ah Ry 
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you. And therefore theſe are the Things which! 8 
would have you principally obſerve in Prayer, 
without troubling your Heads, about the unnece * 
ſary Circumſtances of it, as whether your Prayer 
be long or ſhort, whether you read it, or ſay it 


without Book; for ſuch Things as theſe are'not'at* Ml 


» : m_ VT. Links 
9 Es ES TOI: 
* 1 * 4 - 2 © n F 
I <P : * Y —— 


882824 
— — 
— —ĩ—ʒ— 28 


. 
8 * k «4.0 
* L _ N 


A YN 4 * 4 "— * 4 " * ” at * H £ F „ * hs ; = N y 
. 2 = mam 1 * * e * * 2.57 * . x — bi "TY * 92 . * 9 N y "4 1 RO o 
* a . 12 9 4 * a L * . 
A . , "ay * 


10 Of free 
ſame Thing, if theſe the neceſſary Qualifications 
do but concur in it. Though this I'muſt ſay, and 
=. your own Experience may teach the ſame, that 
it is far eaſter to Pray the Prayer which we 
= know beforehand, than that which we do. not know. 
= For if I know not beforehand what to Pray for 
next, I muſt either ſtudy my ſelf what to fay, or 
elſe hearken to what another will ſay next, and ſo 
the Time which I ſhould ſpend in raiſing my Affe- 
SGions, and acting my Faith in Prayer, will be 
= wholly taken up in ſtudying or hearkening, and fo 
chere will be little or nothing of Prayer in it. 
Whereas if I underſtand all along what I ſhall next 
Pray for, I ſhall have nothing elſe to do but to 
Pray, that is, to raiſe up my Soul to God, and to 
order my Affections ſuitably to the Matter I am 
upon. As I ſhould more fully demonſtrate, but 
that your own Experience, I ſuppoſe, will fave me 
that Labour. JF 
Theſe things therefore being obſerved in the bo- 
1 dy of your Prayers, the laſt Thing to be conſidered, 
is what you muſt do after Prayer, that it may be ac- 
= © "cepted and anſwered ; for which you muſt know, 
Firſt, That when you have done your Prayers you 
= mult not think that you have done with them, but 
when you have done praying, you are then to re- 
cCollect yourſelves, and conſider what Sins you have 
acknowledged, that ſo for the future you may a- 
void them ; and what Mercies you have begged, 
= that ſo you may expect them. For it is certainly 
bone of the molt ridiculous Cuſtoms imaginable, 
— »creptin, I know not how, amongſt us, to put up 
= . »Jeveral Petitions to the moſt high God, and never 
to regard whether he anſwer them or no: For this 
the way ſucely never to be anſwered indeed. For 
fie do not matter whether God anſwer us or 
p90, we cannot expect he ſhould. And then Se- 
- condly, You mult not only conſider what you have 
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prayed for, but you muſt truſt in Chriſt for the ac- 


ceptance and anſwer of your Prayers. And ve- 
rily there is much more in this than People gene- 
rally are aware of. For our Saviour himſelf ſaith, 
what things ſoever you deſire when ye pray, believe that 


ye receive them, and ye ſhall have them, Mark 11. 24. 
And the Apoſtle intimates the ſame, Fames 1. 5, 6, 
And therefore the great Work to be done after 
Prayer, is firmly to believe that God, for Chriſt's 


fake, will accept of our ſincere, though weak 


endeavours, as alſo that he will grant our requeſts 


ſo far as they are really for his Glory and our own 


Good. And whoſoever obſerves theſe ſeveral Rules 
before, in, and after his praying, his Prayers will 


doubtleſs go up as a memorial before God. © 1 
Theſe things therefore being duly conſidered, I 


ſuppoſe you'll all grant Prayer not to be ſo eaſy a 
Duty, as it is commonly thought to be. I confeſs 
was there no more required to it, but to ſay, or read, 


or hear a company of Words uttered by another, 
any one that could either read, or ſpeak, or hear, 


might Pray too. Or if a large harangue of Phraſes 


and Expreſſions heaped together was Praying, 
any one that hath but a voluble Tongue, and a good 


ſtock of Confidence, Impudence I mean, to ſpeak 
what he pleaſeth tothe great God, might Pray well 
enough; but {ſecing nothing leſs than the whole 
Soul is to be employed about it, and it conſiſts not 


in Words and Expreſſions, but in our Minds and 
Affections, ſo as to have them wholly taken up wien 
divine Affairs, in the Performance of this Duty, 
we mult needs acknowledge, that to us eſpeciallß, 
who at the beſt are but ſinful, Creatures, it is an 
hard and difficult Work indeed. But howſoever 
hard it is, it is worth your while to learn and pra- 
ctiſe it, as you will all confeſs, if you will but ſeri- 
oufly conſider theſe following Particulars. hp 
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Hiri, That ſuch folema Addreſſes to the moſt 
High God, as I have been now deſcribing, will in 
= little while l refine and enlarge your Con- 
= ceptions of him, and ſo you will every Day be more 
and more acquainted. with him, and in and thro' 
Obriſt ingratiate yourſelves. with him, and by de- 
grees be able to enjoy Peace and Happineſs in him, 
= and inure yourſelves. to a full and perfect Enjoy- 
ment of him in another World. Acquaint now thy 
= ſelf with him and be at Peace, thereby good ſhall come 
unto thee, ſaid Eliphaz to Fob, Fob 22. 21. As we 
© fee by ourſelves, who keeping a Correſpondence, 
EF and frequently Converſing and Diſcourſing toge- 
= ther, by that means we come to be acquainted 
with one another. In like manner, by often Pray- 
ing and Converſing with God. in ſo ſerious a man- 
ner as this is, we ſhall ſoon become better acquain- 

ted with him, and the Thoughts of him will not b 

Jo ſtrange unto us as they were wont to be. rl 
* + Secondly, This would alſo be an excellent means 
to keep our Hearts in a continual awe and fear of 
= him, that we ſhall not dare to do any thing that 
we know will be offenſive to him; and it would 
enflame our Hearts alſo with Love and Affection to 
him, and with ardent deſires after the full Enjoy- 
ment of him; for the oftner we pray thus unto him, 
the better we ſhall be, acquainted with him, and 
the better ie are acquainted with him, by ſo much 
we ſhall the more clearly diſcover his tranſcendent 
= Beauty, and enamouring Perfections, which will. 
= ſoon tranſport our Souls into flames of Love unto 
him, and, by conſequence, it will deaden our Af- 
fections unto all things elſe, that we ſhall not lie 
=. , Cdoting any longer upon ſuch poor and pitiful things 
= as this World preſents unto us. Yea, by this means 
"our Converſations. would be in Heaven, and we 
= ſhould participate in ſome meaſure with the glori- 
= ficd Saints and Angels in their Celeſtial Joys, 10 
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N Py | of Prayer. 
ſhould begin that Work in Time, which we hope 


to continue for ever, even Praiſing, Adoring, and | | 3 
Enjoying him that made us. So that this is the [ 


way to have Heaven upon Earth, and to have ſome 
foretaſtes of the Grapes of Cænaan, whilft we are in 
the Wilderneſs of this World, before we get a full 


Meal of them. ERS. | 
"Thirdly, Conſider alſo that Prayer is the moſt - 


powerful and effectual Means in the World to pre- 


| vent all Evil, and to obtain whatſoever is truly - 
Good for us. By this your Fears may be all diſpel- 


led, your Doubts reſolved, your Dangers prevented, 
your Wants ſupplied, your Enjzoyments bleſſed, and 
your Souls adorned with all true Grace and Glory. 
For what is it that Prayer hath not done? What 
Bleſſing can it not obtain ? It can diſſolve the very 
Flints into Floods of Water, as Moſess did. It can 
ſhut Heaven and open it again, as Elijab's did. It 


can make the Sun and Moon ſtand ſtill, as Foſbua's 


did. It can raiſe the Dead to Life, as the Prophet 
Eliſha's did. It can ftap the Months of Lyons, as 
Daniels did. It can ſuſpend the Fury of the moſt 
raging Flames, as the Three Childrens did. It can 


make a Fiſh to ſhip us ſafe to Land in its own Belly, 
as Fonah's did. It can obtain Children, as Hanneb's 
did. It can conciliate the Favour of Princes to us, 


as Nebemiah's did. If we lack Wiſdom, by Prayer 
we may get it, Fac. 1. 5. If we be Sick, by Prayer 
we may be recovered, Fac. 5. 15. If our Sins be 
many and great, by Prayer we may have them par- 


doned: I ſaid I would confeſs my Tranſgreſſions to the _ 
Lord, ſaid David, and thou forgave#t the iniquity of my 


Sin; for tbu, ſhall every one that godly, pray unto thee 
in a time when thou maye#t be beard, Pſal. 32. 5, 6. If 


our Luſts be ſtrong and prevalent, by Prayer we 
may have them weakened. If our Graces be weak 
and infirm, by Prayer we may have them ftreng. 
thened, 2 Cer. 12. 8, 9. What ſhall I fan? There 
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is no Evil whatſoever which we either feel or fear, 
but by Prayer it may be removed, no Good what- 
foever which we either want or deſire, but by 
Prayer it may be obtained. Yea, ſo powerful and 
= - prevalent is Prayer, duly performed, with Almighty 
4 God himſelf, that he cannot, at leaſt he will not, 
deny us any thing that we ſincerely pray for, ha- 
ving a Promiſe from him, Ask and ye ſhall have, 
Matt. 7. 7. Infomuch that when Jrael had ſinned 
in Making and Worſhipping the Molten Calf, and 
_ "God was ready to deſtroy them for it, Moſes ſtept 
in, and interceded for them, and prayed him to 
divert his Wrath from them; whereupon God ſaid 
- unto him, Let me alone, that my Wrath may wax hot 
againit them, and that I may conſume them, Ex. 32. 10. 
Let me alone: a ſtrange Expreſſion ! intimating as if 
he could not do it as long as Moſes prayed ſo ear- 
neſtly for the contrary; as if he could not ſtrike 
them ſo long as Moſes prayed him to hold; as if 
Prayer could tye the Arms of Omnipotence itſelf ; 
and yet this is no more than what our Saviour him- 
_ felf intimates in the Parable of the Unjuſt Judge, 
"who could not but at length hearken to the Petition 
of the importunate Widow, Lale 18. 1, 2, 3. fo 
= great is the power and efficacy of devout Prayer, 
—_ for the obtaining of whatſoever good Things we 
= flincerely deſire at the hands of Almighty God. 
And ſhall I need now to uſe any more Argu- 
ments to perſwade you to the conſtant and ſincere 
performance of this Duty, which is no leſs effectual 
with God than it is acceptrble unto him? Or do 
you now think it poſſible to gain ſo much in an 
Hour's time by your Trades, or in your Shops, as 
=. you may do by Praying ? ſurely. you cannot think 
it. And therefore F ſhall ſay no more, hoping that iſ 
= yon all underſtand yourſelves, and what you have 
=” - heard, better than to live any longer in the neglect 
ot this Duty, which if you do, the Papiſts 5 
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, riſe up in Judgment againſt you; for they punctu- 
-a obſerve each Day their Hours of Prayer, ac- 
y WE cording to their manner of Devotions. The 7arks 
d will riſe up in Judgment againſt you, for they 
y WE conſtantly pray five times a Day, and beſides their 
t, private Devotions, they reckon them little better 
chan Atheiſts that are not once or twice a Week at 
e, WT leaſt in their Moſches or Temples. The Pagans 
xd will riſe up in Judgment againſt you; for though 
d they knew not the true God, they conſtantly 
pt prayed to ſuch as they thought to be ſo. And 
to therefore have a care of yourſelves, and as you 
id excel all theſe in Knowledge, ſo be ſure to excel 
ot them in Practice too; and do not only pray oftner. 
o. chan heretofore, but endeavour to do it better too, 
if both in Publick and Private, obſerving the Rules 


-ich I have now explained, that ſo your Prayers 
ce Bi may go up as a Memorial before God. 11 
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. 1 bon halt love the Lord thy God with all 


fear Exceſs in your Love to God, which is capable 


loving him, is to love him without Meaſure: And 


tion to the Love of 
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thy Soul, and with all thy Mind. 


ET me now befpeak your Affection for the 
Lord your God ; not the Love you have 
for other Things, but a Love above all 
Things: Gather up your ſcattered Affections from 
all Things here below, and fix them upon him 
that made them: Put him not off any longer with 
overpowered Paſſions; but love him moſt, whom 
be ſure you can never love too much; no, never 


of no other Extreme but only of Defect. In other 
Things Mediocrity is a vertue, but here it is a Vice: 
For we muſt love him exceedingly, or we cannot 
love him truly; ſo that the only Meaſure of our 


therefore he that thinks he loves God enough, doth 
not love him at all. In Creature-Comforts our At- 


fſections may grow exceflive, and our Love exor- 8 


1 much, that the higheſt Paſſions that we can raiſe 


bitant, but the tranſcendent Perfections that reſide tr 
in God, render him ſo incapable of being loved too 2 
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up to him, are ſtill infinitely below what by de- th. 
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I Exhortation to the Love of God. 27 
ſerves from us. No, take it for a certain Truth, 


you can never love the World too little, nor God 
too much. Our Love to other things is like other 
Rivers, the beſt when it keeps within its bounds; 


but our Love to God is like the River Nai in Egypt, 


moſt welcome when it overflows. Bridle therefore 
dur Paſſions to the Creatures, but let them run 
ſe to their Creator. Never fear loving him too 
much, ſeeing the higheſt of your Paſſions is no 
more than finite ; whereas the loweſt of his Perfe- 
ctions is no leſs than infinite: You can never love 


as much as you can. | 
Where, when I ſay, you muſt always love him, 
I do not mean as if you ſhould have ſome Love for 


him as well as for other Things, but that you ſhould 
have more Love for him than all Things; for that 
is not accounted as Love to God, which is either 


ſurpaſſed or equalled wich our Love to the Crea- 
tures: And therefore whenſoever you hear me 
mention lovin of God, you muſt ſtill apprehend 
me ſpeaking of uch a Love to him as exceeds and 
out- ſtrips our Love to all Things beſides; for we 
love God no more, than we love him more than all 
Things elſe. He thar loves God no more than other 
Things, loves the other Things more than God; 
for he hath no love for God at all, becauſe he doth 
not love him above all. For I ſay again, we have 


no more Love for him, than we have more Love 


for him than other things. So long as our Love is 
matched or over-topped with our Love to other 
Things, we may love the other Things, but we do 
not love God]; but the leaſt degree of our Love to 
God mote than to all Things elſe, makes it to be 


true and acceptable Love to him. Some may love 


God many Degrees beyond all Things elſe, others 


few; and ſo one Man may have more Love to God 
than another; but he that loveth him never a De- 


God more than you ought, and therefors love him 
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gree beyond all Things elſe, he hath no love for him 


| ar all. And therefore I ſay again, when you hear 
me adviſing you to love God, I would have you all 


along remember, I mean only ſuch a Love to him, 
as ſurmounts and exceeds your Affections to all 
Things in the World beſides. This is the Love that 
God requires of, us, and this is the Love that we 


owe to God. This therefore is the Love that I 
- counſel you all, as you will anſwer it at the dread- 


ful Day of Judgment, to fix upon the Great God. 
It is too too long already that you have loved other 
Things more than God; now for Shame begin to 
love God more than all other Things. 

O! therefore, that I knew what Words to take 
unto my ſelf, that whilit I am ſpeaking, this ſacred 
Fire may kindle in all your Souls, that you may no 
longer commit Sacrilege, in robbing God of that 


which he hath commanded you to appropriate to 


himſelf. I know your Affections are ſo glued to 
the World, that it is not in the Power of Man to 
rend them thence, much leſs is it within the reach 


of human Strength to raiſe them up from Earth to 
Heaven, and from Sin to God. But I know alſo 


it is by ſuch Counſels, Commands and Exhortations 
to you, that God is pleaſed to work this and all o- 
ther Graces in you: It is by his Miniſters that he 
uſeth to ſtrike this ſacred Fire out of our flinty 
Hearts, To raiſe up therefore your Affections to 


the moſt high God, give me leave to preſent ſome 


Motives to you, and the Lord of his infinite Mercy 
be pleaſed to work them upon you, that whilſt you 
hear the Voice of your Fellow- Creature ſounding 
in your Ears, you may feel the Power of your Great 


Creator reaching to your, Hearts, wrenching your 


Affections from all Things here below, and mount- 
ing them up unto himſelf above. 152 
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Well chen: What Motives ſhall I uſe to prevail 


upon you? Verily, wy Brethren, whilſt I. conſider 


— 


5 


DTT ccc 


at 
ut 


rail 
der 
hat 


OR 


What Conſiderations to lay before you, to blow up, 
your Affections unto God, there are ſo many crowd 
themſelves into my buſy Thoughts, to be preſented 
unto yours, that I ſcarce know where to begin; 
and when J have begun, I fear I ſhall ſcarce know 
where to end. I cannot look upon you, as being 
in this Place, but I muſt tell you, you are bound to 
love the Great God for it; for had not he loved you, 
ou would not have been in God's Houſe, but the 
Devit's Dungeon at this very Moment; and cer- 
tainly his Love to you, may well deſerve your 
Love to him. Niy, cannot ſend mine Eye any 
Way, but it ſtiſl brings me in new Morives to love 
God. If I look above me, there are the Heavens 
that he hath made for our future Happineſs; that 
beneath me there is the Earth he hath made for our 
preſent Abode; it about me, there are tlie * 
tures he hath made for our Uſe and Comfort, all 
calling upon us to love That God that made them. 
Nay, verily, my very calling upon you to love God, 


is a Mercy for which you are bound to love him; 


and the more I call upon you to love him, the more 
are you bound to love him, for my calling vpor 
yu. Nay, to ſpeak plainly, if there be ever a 
Soul in the Congregation that loves God, let me 
tell thee, thou art bound to love him more for thy 
loving him at all; ſo that not only his Love to thee, 
but thy Love to him, ſhould ſtir up in thee fill 
greater Affections for him; for aſſure thy ſelf thou 


art inſinitely engaged to him for thy loving of him, 
as well as for his loving of thee; for had not he 


firſt loved thee, thou couldſt never have loved him. 


Thus, I fay, I can fix mine Eyes upon nothing 
but it ſupplies me with freſh Morives to love God: 
But for my more orderly preſenting them unto 


your Thoughts, I ſhall digeſt them all into two 


Heads, endeavouring to raiſe up your Affections 
unto God, from the Conſider ation. 
el ä F 2 1, Ot i 
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..xf, Of the Properties of that Love we onght to 


e Ban A e e. 
1 K. From the Properties of the Love we owe to 
God. And certainly did we but know what it 


Was to love God experimentally, as well as noti- 
. . onally, we ſhould find there is greater Happineſs to 


be enjoyed in the Performance of this one Duty, 
than in all the Enzoyments that this World can af- 
ford us. Give me leave to ſhew you ſame of the 
rare Properties of this Divine Love. 

1. It is the firſt and the great Commandment, 
Matth. 22. 38. 75 
1. It is the firſt Commandment. | 

_ Fir# in Order, for this is the firſt of all the Ten 
Commandments, Thou ſbalt have no other Gods before 
me, Exod. 20. 3. Which is as much as if he ſhould 
have ſaid, Thou ſhalt love nothing as God before 
me, worſhip nothing as God before me, ſerve no- 
thing as God before me; nay, thou ſhale not fo 
much as have any other Gods before me. Whereas 
it is plain, that he that loves any thing more than 
God, or doth not love God more than all Things, 


| he hath, and loveth, other Gods before Fehowab. 


For whatſoever 3 Man loves, and prefers before 


” "other Things, that is his God. Thus a voluptvous 


Perſon is faid 70 1 e Belly his God, Phil. 3. 19, 
becauſe he minds his Belly before all Things elſe. 


And therefore is Covetouſneſs called Idolatry, Col. 


3. 5. becauſe the Covetous Man minds and loves 
his Riches more than 'all Things elſe. And the 
reaſon is, Becauſe it is to God only to whom we 


de the choiceſt of our Affections. And therefore 


whatſoever we love moſt, to that we give what is 
proper and peculiar to the true God. And ſo tho 


it be not, a God in N yet we make it one in 


our xerefore every one that loves 
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that you would bethink yourſelves what groſs and ; 


enten ho er Gol, 1 
any Thing more than Febovab, hath other God's be- 
fore him. Know ye then of a certainty, that every 


ol amongſt you that loves any Thing more than 
God 


, or doth not love God more than all Things, 
is a curſed Idolater, Thou worſhippeſt a falſe, in- 
ſtead of a true God. Doſt thou therefore love 
Riches more than God ? It is the Mammon of Un- 
righteouſneſs that is thy God. Is it Pleaſures thou 


loveſt more than God? Then Pleaſures are thy 


God. Is it an Husband or Wife thou loveſt more 
than God? Then it is thy Husband or Wife that is 
thy God. Is it thy Children, thy Liberty, thy 
Health, thy Credit, thy Sins, thy Life that thou 
loveſt more than the Great God? Theſe, theſe are 
thy Gods, theſe are the Deities thou worſhippeſt. 


Wonder no longer at the Perſians for adoring the 


Sun ; wonder not at the Indians for worſhipping 


falling down to Satan, nor at the Papiſs for bowing. 
to Images; but wonder, Oh! wonder at thyſelf, that 
worſhippeſt thyſelf; and loveſt thine own Concern- 
ments before the Great God. Oh, my Brethren! 


curſed Idolaters you all are, fo long as you love 
any Thing more than God. It is Love that is the 


principal Worſhip of che God of Heaven, and this 


you give to the Toys on Earth. Oh conſider with 
yourſelves ! What, love Pleaſures more than God? 
Honours more than God ? Riches more than God ? 
Relations more than God? Liberty more than God? 


Life, or any Thing more than God? Thou ſhame- 


ful Idolater, call thyſelf no longer a Chriſtian, lay 
aſide thy Profeſſions, pretend not to be a Worſhip- 
per of the True God, fo long as thou worſhippeſt 


o many falſe pnes before him. Oh curſed Apo- 
Racy! that we who give up our Names in Baptiſm 


unto God, would now give our Souls to the Devil, 
gur Love to the World, our Affections to Sin; who 
"ATR. %- GER. : aa Rs in; 


Sticks and Stones; wonder not at the Americans for 


32 An Exhortation to the Love of God. 

inſtead of turning with the Theſſalbniant, from Idols 
unto God, 1 Thefſ. x. 9. turn with the adiant from 
God to Idols; inſtead of leaving the World to cleave 
to Gd, we leave God to cleave to the World. 
Give me leave to uſe the Apoſtle's Exhortation, 
now I am preaching to you Chriſtians, as well as 
if I was preaching to the Idolatrous Heathens ; 
Brethren, keep your ſelves from Idol, 1 John 5. 21. 
Ob! keep yourſelves from Idols, from Idol-Richees, 
from 1do- Honours, from Idol-Luſts, from Idol- 


Self: Oh! turn from theſe and all other Idols, to 


ſerve the Living and True God. Remember it is 

the firſt Command, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods be- 
- fire ne: Which, in effect, is as much as to ſay, 
Thou ſhalt love nothing more than ne. 
Fecondly in Dignity, as it hath the firſt Place, ſb 
hath it the beſt Being for its immediate Object. In 
the other Commands ſome of them reſpect God's 
Name, others his Worſnhip, others his Sabbaths, o- 
thers his People, but this reſpects his Perſon; afid 
therefore it is the moſt proper and peculiar Worſhip 
that we can perform unto him. And therefore, as 
ever you deſire not only to forſake your falſe Gods, 
put to worſhip the true one, you muſt love him a- 

- +bbove all Things, all other Worſhip is but in refe- 
krence unto this, and ſignifies nothing at all without 
it. It is true, Praying, and Reading, and Hearing, 
and Reęceiving of the Sacrament, and the like, are 
all Parts of God's Worſhip; but alas! this is only 
the Body, it is Love to God that is the Soul of Wor- 
ſhip: And theſe external Performances before God, 
are no further any true Worſhip of him, than as 
they have reſpect unto, and terminate in true Love 
unte him; Which indeed is the End of all Ordi- 
nances. Why do you pray, but that you may love 


God? Why hear, but to love God? Why receive 


' the Sacrament, but to love God more? It is the 
Tore of God that is the great End of all theſe Pu- 
nn "ISP | | | dles 


An Exhortation to the Loue of God; 33 
ties, and therefore it is the moſt proper and imme- 
diate Worſhip that we can perform to God. And 
therefore St. Auguſtine, ſpeaking of theſe Words, 
in his Tenth Book, de Civitate Dei, ſaith, In quo quid 
aliud mandatur, niſi ut ei quantum poteſt commendet di- 
ligendum Deum ? Hic et Dei Cultus, hac veſtra Religiaz 
hac recta Pietas, hæc tantum Deo debita Serwitus : 
© What is here commanded but to love God 2 This 
is the Worſhip of God, this is true Religion, this 
is right Piety, this is the Service due only unto 
© God. And therefore ye in vain pretend to, be 
Religious, or to worſhip the True God, unleſs you 
love him above all Things. This is the Worſhip 
that he requireth from you, and this is the Worſhip 
that you owe to him; do this, and then you ſerve 
the True God; leave this undone, and do whag 
you will beſides, you are ſtill Idolaters ; for it is 
_ Thirdly in Performance. A Man can perform no 
other Command, until he firſt perform this; thou 
canſt not Pray, nor Read, nor Hear, nor give Alms, 
thou canſt do nothing as thou oughteſt to do, un- 
leſs thou firſt loveſt God; for there is nothing | 
Good, but what proceeds from Love to the chiefeſt⁵ 
Good; nothing is accepted by God, but what is 
grounded upon Love to him. Thou may'ſt Pray 
thy Tongue, and Hear thy Ears to the very Stumps; 
thou may'ſt Faſt thy Body into a Skeleton, and 
make thy Couch to ſwim continually in thy Tears ; 
thou may'ſt beſtow thy Eſtate wholly upon the 
Poor, and give thy Body to be burned; thou may'ſt 
live like an Angel, and die like a Serpent; yet let 
me tell chee, without Love to God it all ſignifies 
nothing: Thy Tears will be all rejected, thy Pray-. 
ers {lighted, thy Alms deſpiſed, and all thy Perfor-. - 
mances diſregarded, as Things nothing worth, un- 
leſs they proceed from Love to God; and therefore, 
laich the Apoſtle, F I ea with the Tongues of Men. .- 
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mandment. For, 


and Angeli, ind bave not Charity, &c. x Cor. 13. 1. 
What Charity doth he ſpeak of? Certainly Love 
or * to Cod, and for God's ſake to Men; 
wirhour this thou may 'ſt fill the Air with Sighs, the 
Heavens wich Groans, the Sea with Tears, and yet 


find no Favour or Acceptance in the ſight of God: 
No, thou muſt firſt love him above all Things, be- 


fore thou canſt do any thing pleaſing to him ; not 
only becauſe all the Duties to him cannot be equi- 


valent to the one horrid Sin thou committeſt againſt 


him, in loving other Things before him, but alſo 
becauſe it is this Love to God only that performs 


all other Duties; * which God will never 
ſmell a ſweet Savour 


rom them. What therefore 
tho thou prayeſt? What tho' thou readeſt? What 
tho thou heareſt? What tho thou comeſt to Church? 
What tho' thou performeſt all other Duties unto 
God? if thou omirteſt this, thou hadſt as good do 
nothing. For there is not a Duty thou performeſt 
without this, that there is any thing of Good, but 


a great deal of Evil in it. Oh! therefore, as ever 


you deſire to do any thing pleaſing unto God, you 
muſt firſt love him above all Things. There is not 
the greateſt Duty, but without this will certainly 
be rejected; and there is not the leaſt, but with it 


will certainly be accepted. 


2. It is the greateſt too, as well as the firſt Com- 


1. It is that to which all the reſt tend. This is, 


as it were, the Sea, into which the other Com- 


mands, as the leſſer Rivers, do all empty themſelves. 


Not as if, in reſpect of the Lawgiver, one is greater 
than another, for the ſame God commanded them 
5 all; but becauſe all the reſt are but as ic were ſo ma- 
ny Branches of this: So that there is not any of 


the reſt but tend to the Advancement of this. And 


therefore we cannot perform any other Comman 
L aright, unleſs our Eye be fix'd upon this. 


249. 
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taine 
do nothing; whilft he that doth love God, doth all 
Things that are required of him; for as the Apoſtle 
faith, All che Law, to wit, of the ſecond Table, js 
fulfilled in one Word, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as 
thy ſelf, Gal. 5. 14. So we may well ſay, all, both 
Law and Golbel, is fulfilled in this one Word, Thon 


ſhalt love the Lord above thyſelf, and all things 


elfe : So that he that doth not perform this one 


Command, cannot perform the other; but he that 


performeth this, cannot but perform the reſt. 


309: It is that in which they all end. Pray ing, 
an 


Hearing, and Repenting; Faith, and Hope, 


and Sorrow; yea, all the other Commands will end 


with us, and ſo reſolve themſelves into this one 
which ſhall never end ; for Charity never faileth, 


1 Cor. 13. 8. And therefore it is ſaid, v. 13. And 


now abideth Faith, Hope, and Charity, theſe three ; but 
the greateſt of theſe is Charity: Becauſe this is that in 
which the other are contained, and this is that 
which will continue when the other are all ceafed. 

24lz. Conſid 
other Duties ea 
the eaſieſt Duty 
him, the difficulteſt Duty is eaſy. For Love is of 
that Quality, that it makes us diveſt ourſelves of 


Io him that doth not love God, 


our former ſelfiſhneſs, and to be inconſiderate of 


our own Concernments, in Compariſon of his we 


love. How do enflamed Lovers lay aſide the 


Thoughts of Health, of Quiet, Liberty, Life, and 


any Thing for the Enjoyment, and pleafing of the _ i 
Party they love. It is fo inTemporals, and certainly = 
then much more in Spirituals. If thy Heart be fer u- 


on God, thou wilt think nothing too great for him, 


no Duty too great to undertake, no Miſery too 


heavy to undergo, for him whom thy Soul loveth. 


Thus the *Spouſe in the Canticles, her Soul being en- 43 a 
; A F 7h s Fa G * | f fla me * y — 1 . 


4 


that love to God will make all 


is difficult; to him that doth love 


An Exhortation to the Love of God. 3; 
24h. It is that under which the reſt are all con- 
4 ; fo that a Man that doth not love God, can 
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flamed with Love to Chriſt, ſhe forgets her Reſt, 


her Sleep, her Eaſe, her Quiet, to find him ſhe 
loved; ſhe ſought him upon her Bed, in the Streets, in 
the broad Way, every where to find him, Cant. 3. 1 


2, 3. And fo thou, if thou doſt indeed love God 


wilt count all things as Lofs, and Droſs, and Dung 


in Compariſon of him. Friends, Relations, E- 


ſtate, Preferments, Health, Strength, Liberty, 


Life, thou wilt look upon theſe things, as not wor- 


thy to come into Competition with God. And 


therefore thou wilt not baulk the leaſt Duty ima- 
ginable for the Attainment of the higheſt Glor 


cConceivable. What is the Reaſon you are ſo loat 


to pray, loath to hear, loath to read the Scriptures, 


loath to give Alms, loath to repent, and loath to 
perform other Duties? And what is the reaſon you 


are ſo backward to theſe Duties, and thoſe Duties 
are ſo hard to you? Why the Reaſon is, becauſe 
you do not love God. If you loved him, it would 
not be your Trouble, but your Joy to come before 
him. Thus David; I rejoyced when they ſaid unto me, 
Let us go up to the Houſe of the Lord, Pal. 122. Yea, 


Day in thy Courts is better than a.thouſand : I bad ra- 


ther be 4 Doorkeeter in the Houſe W 77 Gd, than to 
dwell-in the Tents of Wickedneſs, PII. 84. 10. Thus 
will it be with thee, though perhaps now that thou 


= haſt no Love, but rather Hatred for God, thou 


thinkeſt it tedious and irkſome to pray and hear, 


and ſit fo long in the Houſe of God; but let me 
tell thee, if ever God be pleaſed to raiſe up thy 


Affections to himſelf, the hardeſt Duty will be as 


eaſy as cver the eaſieſt Duty was hard unto thee ; 


thou wilt take as much, yea more Delight in draw- 
ing nigh ro God, than ever thou didſt in running 


From him. And therefore if ever thou wouldeſt 


ave the Paths of Wiſdom pleaſant, the Ways of 
Lelineſs delighrſome to thee, thou muſt endeavour 
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An Exhortation to the Love of God. 377 
as yet it is filled with, and filled with the Love of 
God, of which as yet it is empty. +, 
zah. If thou loveſt God, all things ſhall work to- 

ether for thy Good, Rom. 8.28. So long as thou 
oveſt any Thing more than God, there is not the 
beſt of thy ſeeming Goods but are real Evils to 
thee : Whereas if thou loveſt him above all Things, 
there is not the worſt of thy ſeeming Evils but ſhall 
be real Goods unto thee. Oh, then who would 
love any Thing. more than God! to have his very 
Mercies turn'd into Miſeries? Who would not love 
God more than all Things, to have his very Miſc- 
ries turned into Mercies : F 

125 It is the Work of Angels, and the Happi- 
neſs of Heaven. This is that Crown of Glory 
we all expect to have ſet upon our Heads, When 
we arrive at our Father's Kingdom : Gold and Sil- 
ver there is none, but Joy and Love to God. Oh, 
how ſhall our Hearts be tranſported with it! And 
certainly, for all the low Conceits that you and I 
may have of. true Love to God, certainly the An- 
gels and glorified: Saints find it to be the richeſt. 
Treaſure in all their Kingdoms. So that if you love. 
God, you may antedate Heaven, and bring down 
thoſe Joys to you, before God takes you upto them.⁵ 
_ Frhly. Love to God is the beſt Evidence of our _ 
Title to the Crown of Glory. If there be an 
Flaw or Defect in your Love to God, all your other 
Evidences will be of no Force; but if thy Love to 
God be true and cordial, thou haſt as ſure a Title 
to the Joys of Heaven, as thou haſt to thy Eſtate 
upon Earth; and thou haſt never an Evidence can 
more firmly prove thy Intereſt in what thou haſt 
here, than true Love to God will evidence thy 
Title to what thou hopeſt for hereafter. For it thy 
Love to God be true Love, thy other Graces are 
all erue Graces; thy Repentance is true Repentance, 
thy Faith true Faith, thy Humility true Humility ; 


K * 


38 An Exbortation to the Love of God. 
Bs and if thy Graces be true on Earth, thy Glory muſt 
4 needs be great in Heaven. And therefore if you 
i . would know whether you have any Title to Hea- 
ven, conſider what Love you have to God on 
Earth. And affure thyſelf, when thou and I ſhall 
be ſummoned at the Grand Afize to bring in our 
 Evidences for the Kingdom of Heaven, whatſoe- 
ver other Evidences we bring, unleſs we bring this, 
even Love to God above a | Things, the reſt will 
all ſignify nothing. This one Evidence is enough 
without all other; and all other are nothing with- 
cout this. 3 r 
3 thy. Love God truly above all T hings here, 
and thou ſhalt enjoy all things perfectly in God 
hereafter, 1 Cor. 2. 9. Let him have the principal 
Room in thy Heart on Earth, and thou ſhalt have a 
ä ü Room in his Houſe in Heaven. Let thy 
Heart be wholly ſet upon him in Time, and thy 
Soul ſhall be certainly bleſſed in him to Eternity. 
Oh! therefore, as ever you deſire to be lifted up to 
the height of e rather than thrown down 
into the Depth of Miſery, when ye die, love no- 
4 thing more than God, but God more than all Things 

| whillt you live. | 5 1 

Srccondly, From the Perfections of that God whom 

wee ought to love, now there are two Things, you 
5B K in a Perſon, which draw our Affections to 

. 
adh). His Lovelineſs in himſelf. 8 | 
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And certainly, if you and I could fix our Con- 


templations upon the infinite Expreſſions of God's 


q 
Love to us, and the infinite Perfections of his I 

-  Lovelineſs in himſelf, we ſhould be as unable to 4 
keep off our Affections from him, as we are now 1 
unable to draw them, and raiſe them up to him. | 
Well, give me leave to be your Remembrancer this i 
© — Evening, of what God hath done for you, and of 1 
1 f 1 * V ts oþ ove ext Oo. What ; 
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An Exhortation to the Love of God. 39 
what he is in himſelf ; and that after all that I ſhall 
fay, you are ſtill reſolved to love yourſelves, your 
Health, your Wealth, your Sins, your Luſts, your 
Life, or any Thing more than God. For my part, 
T ſhall almoſt deſpair of ever being an Inſtrument 
of Good to your Souls more. For if ſuch Conſi- 
_ derations as theſe are, even of what God is in him- 
ſelf, and of what he hath been to you, will not 
prevail upon you to leave doting upon Toys, and 
to love the Lord your God with all your Hearts, for m 
part I know not what others can. Well then, 

x, Conſider God's Love to yon, or how much 
you are engaged to him for what he hath done for 
you. But before I make a further Progreſs into 
this Conſideration, it will be firſt neceſſary to re- 
move a Stumbling-block which lies in our Way. 
For, may ſome of you ſay, have you not taught us 


all along, that we muſt love God more than all 


Things 2 Whereas if we love him only for what he 
hath done for us, we {hall love ourſelves more than 
him. For by this Means our Eye being fixed prin- 
cipally upon ourſelves, we ſhouid mind ourſelves 
only, and him no further than as he is beneficial to 
us, not at all as he is tranſcendently glorious in - 
himſelf; and ſo our Aﬀections being ſo mercenary 
and ſelfiſh, they cannot poſſibly be filial and ſincere. 
And how can it be lawful for us thus to eye our- 
ſelves more than him, or him only in reſpect co 
ourſelves ? 7 
To this I anſwer, LIES | 

14, We muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt the Occaſion, 
and Scope of our Love, that which firſt draws my 
Love to him, and that which afterwards fixeth my 
Love upon him. I do not ſay, this is the great 


Reaſon why we onght to love God; for certainly _ 


he infini:ely more deſerves our Love for what he is 
in himſelf, than for what he is to us. For the Ex- 
preſſions of his Love to us are but finite, whereas 
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the Perfections of his Lovelineſs in himſelf are in- 

finite. But howſoever, I may make uſe of this 

Conſideration, as a Motive to ſtir up your Love to 

bim. And certainly, tho the principal Reaſon 

why. we ſhould love God, is, becauſe he is ſo infi- 

nitely good in himſelf, yet the principal Motive of 

our Love to him, is the Conſideration of what 

continual Goodneſs he hath ſhewn to us. For we 

are more {ſenſible of thoſe Streams of Goodneſs that 

I flow from him, than of the Fountain of Goodneſs 

chat is in him. We cannot ſee how good he is in 

himſelf, but we daily fee how good he is to us ; and 

it is our Eye principally that affects our Hearts : 

So that, tho' we are to love him principally for 

what he is in himſelf, yet the beſt Means to raiſe 

up our Affections, ſo as to love him for what he is 

in himſelf, is the Conſideration of the manifold 
i Expreflions of his Love to us. 

 '2dly. The Scripture doth give us ſufficient War- 

rant to love him for what he doth for us, as well 

as for what he is in himſelf, tho we are il prin- 

cipally to love him, for What he is in himſelf, rather 

than for what he is to us. ] 

k Sire me leave to inſtance in theſe three or four J 
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IF. I lows the Lord, FO, be hath heard the Voice of 
my Prayers, Pſal. 116. 1. This was the reaſon why 
he loved God's Perſon, becauſe God had heard his 5 

| Prayer, 3 0 
24ly. We love him, becauſe he firſt loved us, 1 John 0 
4. 19. not only we love him, becauſe he deſerves 


Love from us; bet we love him, becauſe he firſt * 
loved us. Therd ore, becauſe he loves us, there- 9 
fore we do love him; and therefore the Confille: W 
ration of his Love to us is one Reaſon of our Lore ic 
to him li 
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An Exhortation to the Love of God. 41 _ 


loved much, yet the other ſeems to be the truer Ex- 
poſition of them. For the Greek Word z, will 
well bear that Senſe, and the Scope of the Place 
will ſcarce admit of any other; for our Saviour is 
here giving the Reaſon why Mary had expreſſed ſo 
2 he had expreſſed 

ſo much Love to her, in the forgiving of her Sins. 
He did not therefore forgive her her many Sins, 
becauſe ſhe loved much; but therefore ſhe loved 
much, becauſe he had forgiven her ſo many Sins. 
And indeed the Antitheſis in the ſame Verſe requires 
this Interpretation, but to whom little is forgiven, 
the ſame loveth little; which Antitheſis plainly im- 
plies the foregoing Theſis to be, He to whom much 
is forgiven, the {ame loveth much, not, He that 
loveth much, to the ſame much is forgiven. And 
indeed the Analogy of Faith requires it too; for 
God doth not pardon our Sins becauſe we love him, 
but rather we love him becauſe he pardons our 
Sins. But, | | 
.4thly. That we may love God for his Goodneſs to 
us, is plain from the Words of my Text too, Thon 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart; ſo that 
we are not only to love him as he is the Lord, but 
as he is our God; Thou ſhalt love the Lord, that im- 
plies that we muſt love him for what he is in him 
ſelf ; Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, that denotes 
that we are to love him for what he is to us. £9 
Well then; ſzeing we may love the Lord for 


What he hath done for us, let us a little conſider _ 


with ourſelves what he hath done for us, for which 
we ſhould thus love him. And'whilit I ſhall ſpeak 
of the Love of God, let your Mearts be enflamed 
with Love to him. As one Candle lights another, 
ſo let the Flames of Love in God to you, light the 
like Flames of Love in you to him. Conſider, 
1, It was God that raiſed thee out of Nothing; 
had he not made thee thou hadſt not been. 1 
r rom 


wg. 
- A Ao n 


x 

4 

Y K , 
4 

x 

"= 

ay 

r F 


A An Exhortatlon to the Love of 
from all Eternity thou waſt Nothing, and hadſt 


4 wn £95 * D 
* * N 
* 

* 


* 
F 4 2 * - 4 
W. N 2 2 5 a 
* 
. z — 
| 0 


been ſo ſtill, had not he cauſed thee to ſpring up 
like a tender Bud, teſtifying from whence thou 
cameſt, and upon whom thou dependeſt, by thy 
Inabilicy to help thyſelf. Had not he raiſed thee 
out of che Bed of Nothing, thou hadſt, to this Mo- 
ment, lain ſleeping in it, not knowing any, nor 
known by any; and what ſhould move God to put 


forth his Everlaſting Arms, and bring thee out of 


_ » "this barren Womb? Was it becauſe thou lovedft 


him? Poor Creature! Thou who waſt not, how 


couldſt thou love? Or, if thou hadſt loved any 


Thing, certainly nothing leſs than him, who was 
infinitely contrary, yea, contradictory to thine E- 
ternal Nothingneſs. Yet, tho' thou couldſt not 
love him, yet he could, and did love thee; yea, 


he ſo loved thee that hadſt no Being, that he gave 
thee a Being, wherein to love himſelf: A Being, 


I ſay, not that of Plants or Brutes, but he endowed 
thee with a rational Soul, upon the Face whereof 
he ſtamped his own Image, giving thee an Under- 


ſtanding whereby to know him, a Will whereby 


. 
" Ss 


to chuſe him, Affections whereby to love him, that 


gave them all unto thee. So that, as if he had not 


made thee thou couldſt have been Nothing; ſo un- 
leſs he had enabled thee, thou couldſt never have 


loved any thing. It was he that gave thee that 


very Affection of Love, which thou now ungrate- 


fully placeſt upon other Things more than him. 


Had not he given thee that Paſſion, thou couldſt 


not have loved any thing. How much then art 


thou bound to 


E God more than every thing, 
ſeeing without Hi thou couldſt have loved no- 
thing. Oh then remember God loved you before 
you was, do you love God now you are; and ſee- 


ing he ſo loved you as to give you Beings; do you 


. {0 love him as to improve your Beings for him. 
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As he raiſed you out of Nothing, We is W 


that did Sree un ; and it is he alone that can 
preſerve you. So that thou art as unable to keep 
thyfelf from falling down from thy Being unto | 
Nothing now, as thou waſt to raiſe thyſelf f 

Nothing unto a Being before. As he made all 


. =_ 
. 


1 A 


Things by the Power of his Word, ſo it is he that ka. i g 


e el, things by the Word of bis Power, Heb. 1. 3. 
Tad not he A His Everlaſting Arms under the, 


thou hadſt never riſen up from Nothing ; and 


ſhould he take away his Everlaſting Arms from 


thee, thou wouldſt again fall down to Nothing. 
So that every Moment of thy Life is a Monument 
of his Love. Neither is it he only that uphold f& 
thee, but it is he that continues all the Faculties of 
thy Soul, and Members of thy Body. It is he b7 
whom thou knoweſt any thing, by whom thou 
willeſt any ching, by whom thou deſireſt any thing, 
by whom thou enjoyeft-any thing, and by whom 
chow loveſt any thing. Thou couldſt have had no- 
thing to love, unleſs he had given it thee, neither 
couldſt thou love it now thou haft it, unleſs he 
enabled thee. Oh! then how infinirely art thou 


engaged to love him above all Things, without 


whom thou couldſt neither have any thing to 1 


nor love any thing thou haſt; 9 whom nei 
ther thou that loveſt it, not the Thing thou loveſt, 
could continue one Moment in its Being. 

34h As it is he that preſerves you in your Be- 

ings, 01 it is he that protects you from Evil; with- 
him thou couldft not but fail dq 
and without him all Evil would fall down 3 
thee. It is he alone who gives good Things to 
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thee; and it is he alone whowirhholdeft Evils fi om” 
thee. Oh! how many unſeen Dangers doth he 
continually keep us from? How often had that 
Teng Spec * Devil, e now in "ak 


| F. 
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Y Mu 
that ſtill keeps you in Ont Beings. It hs he alone 


1 


8 * 15 Erber abs to | the Tove wei o * 
' had not the Lion of the Tribe of Fudah reſcued us? 


Man ade 10 

is God only. 

thou art in Doubts and Perplexities, and knoweſt 
not which way to take, it is God that is a Voice be- 

hind thee, ſaying, This is the Way, walk in it. It is 

be that enlightens thy Underſtanding, quickens 

3 25 . Th Py * Thoughts, or- 
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How oft have we been upon the brink of Ruin; 


but that it was God that kept us from falling in. 


How [art thou engaged to God for every good 
Thing thou haſt, and for every evil Thing thou 
haſt not? It is of his Mercy that thou art preſerved, 
and it is of his Mercy that thou art not conſumed. 


Unleſs he had loved thee more than thou loveſt 
him, there is nothing that is Good, but would have 
been kept from thee; there is nothing that is Evil, 


but would have been thrown upon thee. It is only 
from him that thou art here, and not upon thy 
ſick Bed; here, and not in Priſon; yea here, and 
not in Hell. Neither is it he only that defends 
thee from Temporal, but from Spiritual Evils; 


2 


for without God, as there is no Miſery but would 


fall upon thee, ſo there is no Sin but thou wouldſt 


fall into. Art thou not a Murderer? Art thou not 
an Adulterer? Art thou not a Drunkard? Art thou 
not a Thief? Yea, art thou not a Blaſphemer ? 


Art thou not an Atheiſt? Not to thyſelf, not to 
thyſelf, put to the Name of God give. the Praiſe 
and Glory. For as it's only God's conſtraining 
Grace that enableth thee to do the Good thou doſt; 
ſo it is only God's reſtraining Grace that prevents 
thee from doing the Evil thou doſt not. And there- 
fore thou art bound to love God both for what 
thou art, and for what thou art not; for what thou 
doſt, and for what thou doſt not. 

4550. It is he alſo that di rects thee in all thy Ways, 
and proſpers thee in thy Undertakings. Ir is not in 
direct his Steps, Jer. 10.23. No, it 
t directs our Steps for us. When 
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thy Condition now be, the whole Chain of Cauſes, 
and Series of Providences, that hath brought thee 
from thy Mother's Womb unto what thou art, was 
ranged and managed only by his Almighty Power. 
So that thou art nothing, thou doſt nothing, thou 
haſt nothing, but what thou art beholden for. Is 
it by thy Labour and Induſtry that thou haſt gotten 


thy Eſtate? Who was it that made thee thus labo- 


rious and induſtrious, but God? Is it by thy Gifts 
and Parts that thou art advanced to Preferments ? 
Who was it that gave thee thoſe Gifrs and Parts, 
but GO? Haſt thou great Friends, and many 


Lovers in the World? Who was it that made them 


thy Friends and Lovers, but God? It was he that 
gave Foſeph Favour in the Sight of the Keeper of 
the Priſon, Gen. 39. 21. It was he that brought 


Daniel into Favour, and Love, with the Prince of 


the Eunuchs, Dan. I. 9. So that as without him 
we could not love others; fo without him others 


would not love us. And nh Vi the more o- 

ou bound to love 
_ 5zbly. As if all this was nothing, God to manifeſt 
himſelf ftill further to thee, came down from his 


i 


thers love thee, the more art t 
God. | ht ; 


- 
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bleſſed Throne, cloathed himſelf with Fleſh, be- 


came ſubject to his own Creatures, yea, and unto 
Death itſelf, and all to redeem thee from it. h 
glorious Condeſeenſion! Oh raw 
of Divine Love! that Eternity ſhould ſtoop to 
Time, Heaven come down to Earth, Glory be 
wrap'd in Miſery ; that God himſelf ſhould be- 


come Man, and all to reconcile Man to himſelf! 


Ob what is Man that thou ſhould'ſt be thus IR off © 
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dering the Spirits in thy Brain, that thoſe may oc- 
cur which are moſt -advantageous and beneficial. _ 
If thou beeſt Rich, it was he that directed thee to 
the Means thou wert to uſe, and then proſpered 
thee in the uſing of them. And whatſoever 
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45 An Exborianion to the Lovs of Go. 
be, of the Son of Man that t hau ſhouldſt be thus mer- 
"Pp 7200 to bim Who ate we, or what was our Father's 
& Houſe, that God himſelf fhould not only become 
—_— Man, but ſuffer for us and undergo Cruelties, Re- 
proaches and Stripes, from TO ae could not 
= lay them upon him, did not he at the ſame time 
enable them! That he ſhould be condemned by 
ſach, as could not-pronounce the Sentence againſt 
him, did not himſelf vouchſafe them Breath to do 
it! Yea, that he ſhould ſuffer Death from them 
that borrowed their Lives from him-! Oh how can 
Fou think of theſe Things and keep your Hearts 
within your Breaſts! How are we able to conſider 
how much God hath done for us, and not burn in 
= Tove to him! Oh ye that love yourſelves, your 
Sins, your Luſts, your Friends, your Lives, or a. 
m Thing more than God, behold. the Moſt High 
F himſelf mocked, deſpiſed, ſpit upon, crowned 
With Thorns, drinking Gall and Vinegar, and laſt 
of all undergoing the Pangs of Death, and all to 
= redeem you to the Joys of Love! Conſider, Ifay, 
E theſe Things, and then tell me, whether he doth 


Things that have it. Conſider that he aſſumed 

thy Nature, that thou mighteſt partake of his, he 

became the Son of. Man, that thou mighteſt be- 
coe the Son of God; he hungred,.that he might 
feed thee with his own Fleſh, and thirſted, that he 
mighe give thee to drink of his own Blood; he 
was apprehended that thou mighteſt be ſecure, de- 
. ”.*. rided, that thou mighteſt be honoured, condemned, 
that thou mighteſt be abſolved, and crowned with 
& . - Thorns here, that thou mighteſt be crowned wich 
= Glory hereafter. He came from Heaven to Earth, 
chat thou mighteſt go from Earth to Heaven. Yea, 
be that knew no Sin was made Sin for us, that we that 
\ iow nothing but Sin, might be made the Righteouſneſs 
c God is bir, He, who was innocent, was pu 
mid 
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not infinitely deſerve your Love, more than the 
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An Exhortation to the Love of God. 


* 
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doned. He was crucified, that thou mighteſt be 
gloriſied. He who had lived in Heaven from Eter- 
nity, came and died on Earth in Time, that we, 
who die on Earth in Time, might go and live in 


Heaven to Eternity. Oh! how canſt thou muſe 


of theſe Things, and the Fire not burn within thee? 


Where is thy Heart that thou doſt not throw it, all 


on Flames with Love, at the Foot of that God, 
that hath done fo much for thee:? 3 
_6thly. He did not only come down once to die 
for thee, but he is ſtill pleaſed to come down and 


live within thee: He did not only aſſume our Hu- 


mane, but we partake of his Divine Nature. And 
if it be an Honour for the King to remove a Sub- 


je to his Court, what an Honour is it to remove 
his Court to his Subject? If it be an Honour, for 


God to take us up to live with him; Oh what an 
Honour is it, for him to come down and live in us! 
Yet this Honour have all his Saints. Know ye 
not, faith the Apoſtle, that je are the Temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you, 1 Cor. 3.16. 


Oh what Expreſſion of Love can you defire more 
from God, or God beſtow more on you? But tell 


me, my Brethren, ſeeing he that inhabits Eternity, 


rouchſafeth alſo to come and dwell in you, what 


can. you do leſs than receive him into the Ner- 
moſt Corner of * Hearts, and entertain him 
with the choice 


loving of him! 


.7:ibly. Conſider further what God hath laid up for 3 
you in Heaven, as well as what he hath vouchſafed 
to you on Earth. His Mercies upon Earth are in- 
finitely more than you do deſerve; but the Glory + 
he hath prepared for you in Heaven, is inſinitely 


greater than you can imagine. For Eye bath not ſeen, 


nor Ear beard, neither bath it entered into the Hr, 
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niſhed, that thou, who art guilty, mighteſt be par- 
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viceſt of your Affections? Seeing he 
is pleaſed to live in you, how can you forbear 
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Man to conceive the Things which God hath: prepared ſor 
them that lee him, 1 Gor. 2. 9. So that = Delights 
of Heaven, ſhall: not only be greater than we as 
© yet enjoy, but higher than we as yet can fancy; 
& and therefore expect not that I ſhould deſcribe them 
do you. For was I able to deſcribe them, they 
would be infinicely leſs than they are; no, all that 
I can tell you of them is, that they are greater than 
I am able to tell you of. Only this we know, that 
thoſe Joys of Heaven will as much tranſcend our 
Expectations, as the Pleaſures upon Earth deceive 
them. For there certainly we ſhall have infinitely 
more than we can here deſire; yea, there we ſhal 
enjoy more Happineſs than here we are capable of; 
for our Capacities ſhall there be enlarged as well as 
filled. So that we ſhall be capable of enjoying 
more, as well as enjoy as much as we are capable 
of. Oh, my Brethren, you that, like Worms, are 
ſtill creeping and crawling upon the Earth, con- 
verſing with nothing but Duſt and Clay, you little 
think of the Joys that they are tranſported with, 
Who are admitted into the Court of Heaven, and 
made Partakers of thoſe tranſcendent Glories. Lou 
little think what it is to ſee God Face to Face, and 
to bath-yourſelves in thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure, which 
are at his Right Hand for evermore. Would the 
Great God be pleaſed to open you a Caſement into 
this glorious Palace, and give your Souls but the 
Ieaſt Glimpſe of theſe raviſhing delightſome Glo- 
Ties, I dare ſay thou wouldſt be a thouſand times 
more deſirous of Heaven, than ever thou waſt of 
many ching upon Earth. Thou wouldſt cven melt 
away into Holy Longings, and Thirſtings, and 
Pantings after thoſe Things, which as yet thou 
flighteſt and d iſregardeſt. And verily, for all the 
lo undervaluing Thoughts you have as yet of 
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© Heaven, ſo as to prefer the ſeeming Pleaſures upon 
= Farth before it, aſſure yourſelves, if God ſhall be 
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ever b bieaſa2' to bring you to it, you will be of 45 


other Mind. Nay, let me tell you, you muſt be 


of another Mind boforel you are ever likely to come 


there. Much more when you ſhall once be poſ- 


ſeſs d of the actual Enjoyment of thoſe ard 4 
dent Glories, which Lam as unable to expreſs, as 
deſirous to enjoy, you'll then think the higheſt-of , 
la Affections infinitely too low for that God, who 


th provided ſuch Manſions for you. 


Stb. If thy frozen Heart be not as yet diſtolved 


into Love and Affection to the Great God, for 
theſe wonderful Expreſſions of his Love to thee; 
conſider his Ends in all theſe Things. Alas! he 
aims at nothing in all this for himſelf, but all for 
thee. It is he only that does the Work, but it is 
we only that receive the Gains. For before the 


World, or any Part of it, had a Being, God was 


brim- full of Glory, infinitely happy in the Enjoy- 
ment of himſelf, being all Joy and Bliſs, all Ho- 
nour and Glory, yea, all Things deſirable to him- 


ſelf. So that before he had made his Creatures, he 


ſtood in no need of them; and now he hath made 
them, he is never the detter for them. He was in 


finitely happy in himſelt before, and cannot be 


more happy in us now. Neither did he make 


Creatures out of any ſuch Deſign, to be any thigg. 
advanced in his Happineſs by them, or to recen 
| any Acceſſions of Glory from them ; but meerly 


out of his own effential Goodneſs, Which i is natu- 
rally communicative of itſelf, even as the Sun is 
naturally diffuſive of its Light, tho he get nothing 
by it. 
he is not the worſe, or whether thou beeſt ſaved, 
he is never the better for it. But howſoever, ont 


of his own intrinſical Goodneſs he hach made thee ; F 
and upon the ſame account is deſirous to make tles 
happy. And if thou accepteſt of the Overtures of 

ebe be makes wee it is thou that receiveſt the 
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- Happineſs, not he. It is true, he is the good Huf- 
bandman that breaks up the fallow Ground of thy 
= Heart, and fows the Seed of Grace in it: It is he 
© allo that waters, and weeds, and dreſſeth it, and 
= _ cauleth it to ſpring up and flouriſh ; \ but when all 
I done, it is thou only that reapeſt and receiveſt 
ſttzhe whole Crop of Glory from it. And therefore, 
thou muſt not think, that he hath any Ends in lov- 
ing thee; he only loves thee, becauſe he loves thee, 
4 Dent. 7.8. And now that he calls upon thee to 
© love him, it is not becauſe he wants thy Love, but 
becauſe thyſelf wanteſt it. For it is no addition 

to his Glory, but it is the Perfection of thine to 
love him with all thy Heart. Oh! how art thou 
able to conſider theſe Things, and not be forced to 
cry out with the Spouſe in the Canticles, Stay me 
F with Flagons, comfort me with Apples, for I cm fick of 
nne, e 
24h, Neither doth God only deſerve your Love, 
becauſe he hath been ſo loving unto you, but eſpe- 

_ cially becauſe he is infinitely lovely in himſelf. And 

| pay , tho' God doth. give us leave to love him 
us, pet he requires us eſpecially to love him for 
chat bottomleſs Ocean of Goodneſs that is in him- 
felt. And, verily, for all the low Apprehenſions 
tat we may have of the Eternal Deity, did it but 


= 3 pleaſe the moſt High God to open our Eyes, and 
mme us that Glory that ſhines round about us at 
this Time, how ſhould we all lie grovling in the 
Duſt before him, and our Souls be melted into holy 
=  Delires and Pantings after him 

 _ » When the Syrians came to Dothan, the Servant of 
| the Prophet Eliſha could fee nothing but the Chari- 

ots, and Horſes, and Hoſts of the 'Syrians: But 
when God had opened his Eyes, Bebold the Moun- 
tai was full of Horſes. and Chariots of Fire round about 
Vue a Kings 6. 17. 50 here, you look about 
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yu from Plage to Place, but can ſee nothing but 
your Fellow Creatures about you. But if God 
would be pleaſęed but to open your Eyes, as he did 
the Servant of Eliſua, Bebold the Place is full lof Horſes 
and Obariots of Fire; yea, it is full of the Glory of 
the Great God; whom if we could but ſſee; how 
would our Hearts be even ſnatched from us, and 
our, Souls. tranſported wholly into Flames of Love? 
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And tho theſe Raviſhments of J;ove. from the ſigit 


of God, may ſeem Paradoxes and Myſteries to de- 
laded Mortals; yet certainfy could you and but 
logk upon this glotious Object, with the ſume yes 
Wherewith Abrabam, Iſaac, and Jacob, Pater, and 
Paul, and the reſt of the Celeſſial Hierarchy, do 
continually, and at this very Moment, beholf him, 
How ſhould We call be railed beyond our former 
ſelves? Howe ſhould we immediately throw our 
melted, .raviſhed; enflamed Hearts at the Feetlof 
ſuch tranſcendant Glory? Gertainly; did We thus 
behold him, werſhguld be as much unable keep 
off our Affections from him, as now we ate to draw 
chem up unto him; and it would be as impoſhbie'ts 
ibis unjuſt, to let any thing eme into GOmpetition 
e on 20G ined te 10: 


particular, in the Praile of thoſe amazing, and 'cua- 
mouring Pertections that ave in God, which: thus 
deſrye the Cheiceſt of ougo Affections from ue. 
But, everily, you muſt excuſe mei; for Lan gonſci- 
gus tomy ſelf, chat my higheſt Celebrations ꝗf them 
would. be but as fo many Detractions from then. 
al let me tell you this in general, if evef it ſhall 
pleaſe chis, the Chiefeſt Good, to diſcovex himſelf 


unto you, and display his Glory before you, qui l : 


find him to be the Source af Wiſdom, the Abyis of 


Goodnefbs, the Rule of Holineßs, the vety Center 
of all Perte&ians ; ne who doth not anly poſſeſs 
infinite Perfections, but one in whom every Per- 
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51 An Exhofbubion to the Doo of Gol. 
fection ib infinite; one To. amiable, fo defirable;” ſo 
pure, ſo perfect; fo altogerher lovely, that had we 
10 Rekition to him, Had” we received no Expfeſ- 
ſiotis of Love from him, yet his bare Eſſendes His 
native xcellencies, could not but make us raviſhed 
and enamouted with Him; one ſo altogether lovely; 
that the glorified Angels, from the beginning of the 
World to this Moment, could ſee nothing, either 
in or out of him, tb Teflen their Affections to him. 
Yea, one whom to behold, and love, and praiſe: 
will: be dur Happineſs for everniore ; and therefore 
one whom, though thou ſhouldeſt ſift and rack thy 
Brains t Eternity, to find out ſome Exceptions. 
gainſt him, or ſome Excuſe for thy withholding thy 
Affeclions from him, it would be impoſſible; 
And therefore bè it known ufito you, that every 
Soul amongſt you that doth not love God above all 
Tlingz, therefore does it not, becauſe he doth flöt 
know Him. For as thou canſt not love him, uneſs 
thou knoweſt him, thou conld net but love Him 
if: thou knowedſt him. Let not the deceitful 
World then cheat thee any longer of thy Affecti- 
ons; but det him be the Center, wo was tlie Au- 
thor of them. Dote no longer upon thèſe childimm , 
Wu 2 but fix thy Love upon the Chiefeſt Good. 
And ſeeing he hath Called for thy Heart from thee, : 
7 whaccanft thou do but throw, it before him all G. | 
© pen;'allimelted;-alf on fire with Love unto hitmfdif, 1 
withont keeping back the leaſt Spark of Love lte f 
J 
y 


any Thing elſe, 'but/only in Subôrdinatieno unte 
bim. Raiſe up therefore thy A ffections to Him, And 
fix thy Love continually upon him, hever give ovet 
heaving at thy Heart, until chou haſt gotten it up 
tothim, ho ſo infinitely deſerves the choiceſt of 
thy Affections, not only for thoſe Expreſſiohs of 
Love which he hath ſhewn to thee; bur for thoſe 
Attractives of Love, which are all concentred in 
| himſelf, n Ty 10 30 KK lie 
fi 
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